
Earthquakes & The San Andreas 
Fault
September 15, 2018
Special Guest: Dr. Patricia Persaud4, Geophysicist
Do you know that a large earthquake, the next “Big One,” 
is overdue on the San Andreas fault? That the ground 
on the two sides of the San Andreas fault are moving 
in opposite directions? Come and learn all about the 
devastating effects of earthquakes and where they occur 
from geophysicist Patricia Persaud.

Costumed Critters
October 6, 2018
Special Guest: Zach Rodriguez1, Herpetologist
Some of our favorite reptiles and amphibians, also known 
as herptofauna (or herps), are ready for tricks and treats. 
This event will talk about costumed critters, discuss why 
some herps dress up like other animals, and show you 
some of our creepiest reptiles and amphibians from 
the collection. LSUMNS herpetologists Zach Rodriguez, 
Genevieve Mount, and Jackson Roberts want to wish 
everyone a Herpy Halloween!

Who Needs a Backbone Anyway?
October 27, 2018
Special Guest: Alicia Reigel2, Marine Biologist
The Gulf of Mexico is home to many fish and marine 
mammals, but what other amazing creatures live there? 
Marine invertebrates (creatures with no backbone) are a 
diverse and exciting bunch of animals that include corals, 
sponges, sea stars, sea urchins, and many more! Marine 
biologist Alicia Reigel will teach you all about these 
fascinating ocean dwellers, and you’ll even get to see 
and touch some live specimens that came straight from 
the Gulf! 

Bugs in the Atchafalaya
December 15, 2018
Special Guest: Patricia Shorter5, Entomologist
Freshwater ecosystems like the Atchafalaya Basin 
are home to many aquatic insects. Understanding 
the difference between all of the different species is 
important to understanding the ecology of these habitats. 
Come and learn all about aquatic insects in the order 
“Hemiptera” with entomologist Patricia Shorter. 

Special Saturday Schedule 2018-2019

1-LSU Department of Biological Sciences, LSUMNS
2-LSU Department of Biological Sciences

3-LSU College of the Coast and Environment
4-LSU Department of Geology & Geophysics

5-LSU Department of Entomology

Special Saturdays are FREE science programs for chil-
dren ages 5-12. Programs run from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Please pre-register on our website (lsu.edu/mns under 
“Education & Programs” --> “Special Saturdays”).

For more information visit us at lsu.edu/mns
Contact: Valerie Derouen   |   vderou1@lsu.edu   |   (225) 578-2855              

The Wonderful World of Plants
January 26, 2019
Special Guest: Janet Mansaray2, Botanist
Plants can be found all around us, but do you ever take 
the time to view them up close? What are plants made 
up of? What do they need to survive? Come and learn all 
about plants with botanist Janet Mansaray. 

Floating Marshes
February 2, 2019
Special Guest: Brian Matherne & EnvironMentors3

Floating marshes occur in just a few locations around the 
world, including Louisiana! But what is a floating marsh 
and why are they important? Come and learn all about 
this unique system with the LSU EnvironMentors program. 

Surviving Extreme Darkness
March 9, 2019
Special Guest: Pam Hart1, Ichthyologist
Fishes in extreme environments need extreme 
adaptations to survive. In the coldest, darkest habitats, 
fishes use specialized hairs, eyes, fins, and more to get 
around their world. These adaptations make them some 
of the weirdest looking fish out there! Anglerfishes, 
lanternfishes, and cavefishes are just some of the many 
fishes that manage to survive (and even thrive!) in some 
of the harshest environments on our planet. Ichthyologist 
Pam Hart will tell you all about them! 

Extraordinary Chickens?
April 6, 2019
Special Guest: Jessie Salter1, Ornithologist
Humans interact with chickens in so many different ways 
and have for thousands of years. We eat them, breed 
them to have crazy ornamental feathers, and scientists 
are even trying to use chicken genomics to track how 
early humans spread across the globe! Come and learn 
how this seemingly ordinary bird is more than meets the 
eye with ornithologist Jessie Salter.

Life in the Mountains
May 18, 2019
Special Guest: Anna Hiller1, Ornithologist
How do mountains form? What kinds of animals live there? 
What types adaptations do they need?  Come and learn 
the answers to these questions and what is changing 
about mountains around the globe with ornithologist 
Anna Hiller. 


