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Description of Map Units

QUATERNARY SYSTEM

HOLOCENE

Holocene back-barrier marsh—saltwater marsh sediment consisting of fine sand, 
gray clay, dark gray mucky clay, and/or blackish peaty clay, deposited upon surface 
sandy washover deposits that veneer reworked deltaic sand on the bay side of barrier 
island beach sand (Hbs) deposits.  

Holocene beach sand—sand and shelly sand being reworked along the distal edge 
of the Caminada–Moreau deltaic headland in the southern Lafourche delta lobe of the 
Mississippi River, and detached from the headland on the west and east to form the 
Timbalier and Isles Dernieres barrier-island chains and Grand Isle. 

Holocene beach ridges—low ridges composed of sand, shelly sand, or sandy shell, 
separated at the surface by narrow and thin organic fine-grained saline-marsh 
deposits, marking former shoreline positions during active outbuilding of the 
Lafourche delta lobe of the Mississippi River, forming the Caminada–Moreau 
beach-ridge plain. 

Deposits of the Lafourche delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the Lafourche delta lobe. They are composed of 
cyclically interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; 
distributary sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay.

Lafourche natural levee deposits—deposits forming low natural levees flanking 
the meander belts of the Lafourche distributary course of the Mississippi River and its 
main distributary channels. The natural levees of the Lafourche distributary course 
consist of sandy silts and silt that grade downstream and away from their crests into 
silty clay and clay. 

Deposits of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the St. Bernard delta lobe. They are composed of 
cyclically interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; 
distributary sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay. 

Natural levee complex of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi 
River—deposits of natural levee complexes of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi 
River. The natural levees of the St. Bernard distributary courses consist predominantly 
of silt, silty clay and clay.

Deposits of the Teche delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the Teche delta lobe. They are composed of cyclically 
interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; distributary 
sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay. These sediments lie upon the 
surfaces of the Maringouin and other older delta lobes, which are either buried 
beneath younger delta lobes, submerged beneath the Gulf of Mexico, or a 
combination of both, and upon the surface of the underlying Prairie Allogroup.  

Open water

Tidal flats

Shoals and spoil areas

Contact

Inferred contact

Normal fault—Identity and existence certain, location accurate. Ball and bar on 
downthrown block.

Inferred fault—Identity or existence questionable, location inferred. Ball and bar on 
downthrown block.

Roads and railroads

Streams and canals

Topographic contours

Bathymetric contours

The compilers gratefully acknowledge constructive technical review by L. D. Britsch 
and H. H. Roberts.
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