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Description of Map Units

QUATERNARY SYSTEM

HOLOCENE

Mississippi River meander belt 1—point bar deposits of Mississippi River 
meander belt 1, buried by a thin layer of overbank sediments. These point bar 
deposits typically are composed predominantly of silt, sandy silt, and poorly sorted 
silty sand. They are mapped where overlying natural levee deposits (Hml1) are 
sufficiently thin that scroll marks, however faint, are perceptible as a surface 
indicator of point-bar ridge-and-swale topography.  

Natural levee complex of Mississippi River meander belt 1—deposits of 
the natural levees flanking Mississippi River meander belt 1. Typically, they consist 
of sandy silt, silt, clayey silt, silty clay, and clay. 

Crevasse complex of Mississippi River meander belt 1—crevasse channel 
and splay deposits of Mississippi River meander belt 1. 

Backswamp deposits—fine-grained Holocene deposits of rivers, underlying the 
flood basins between meander belts. 

Deposits of the Plaquemine delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the Plaquemine delta lobe. They are composed of 
cyclically interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; 
distributary sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay.

Natural levee complex of the Plaquemine delta lobe, Mississippi 
River—deposits of the natural levee complex of the Plaquemine delta lobe, 
Mississippi River. The natural levees of the Plaquemine distributary course consist 
of predominantly of silt, silty clay, and clay.

Deposits of the Lafourche delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the Lafourche delta lobe. They are composed of 
cyclically interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; 
distributary sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay.

Lafourche natural levee deposits—deposits forming low natural levees 
flanking the meander belts of the Lafourche distributary course of the Mississippi 
River and its main distributary channels. The natural levees of the Lafourche 
distributary course consist of sandy silts and silt that grade downstream and away 
from their crests into silty clay and clay. 

Deposits of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the St. Bernard delta lobe. They are composed of 
cyclically interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; 
distributary sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay. 

Meander belt of distributary course of the St. Bernard delta lobe, 
Mississippi River—sandy point bar deposits along the Bayou des Familles 
distributary course of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi River. They are 
mapped where overlying natural levee deposits (Hdsl) are sufficiently thin that 
scroll marks, however faint, are perceptible as a surface indicator of point-bar 
ridge-and-swale topography. 

Natural levee complex of the St. Bernard delta lobe, Mississippi 
River—deposits of natural levee complexes of the St. Bernard delta lobe, 
Mississippi River. The natural levees of the St. Bernard distributary courses consist 
predominantly of silt, silty clay and clay.

Deposits of the Teche delta lobe, Mississippi River—deltaic deposits 
underlying the delta plain of the Teche delta lobe. They are composed of cyclically 
interbedded interdistributary peat and clay; natural levee silt and clay; distributary 
sand; and delta-front and prodelta mud and clay. These sediments lie upon the 
surfaces of the Maringouin and other older delta lobes, which are either buried 
beneath younger delta lobes, submerged beneath the Gulf of Mexico, or a 
combination of both, and upon the surface of the underlying Prairie Allogroup. 

Open water

Contact

Inferred contact

Normal fault—Identity and existence certain, location accurate. Ball and bar on 
downthrown block.

Inferred fault—Identity or existence questionable, location inferred. Ball and bar 
on downthrown block.

Roads and railroads

Streams and canals

Topographic contours

The compilers gratefully acknowledge constructive technical review by L. D. 
Britsch and H. H. Roberts
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