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REL 1000:		RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD										
This course provides a general introduction to the world's religions, including major traditions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as smaller indigenous traditions. The approach of the course is objective and academic; it is not designed to advocate any particular religious perspective or ideology. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement and one of the basic requirements for the Religious Studies major.

Section 001:	M W F 9:30-10:20			Instructor: Madhuri Yadlapati

Section 002:	M W F 12:30-1:20			Instructor: Kenny Smith

Section 003:	M W F 1:30-2:20			Instructor: Kenny Smith

Section 004:	M W F 2:30-3:20			Instructor: Kenny Smith

Section 005:	M W F 3:30-4:20			Instructor: Kenny Smith



REL 1004:		OLD TESTAMENT								 			
This course is a broad survey that covers most of the literature of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) and addresses literary, historical, archaeological, and theological issues. We will employ historical-critical methods to examine the religious ideas and practices of ancient Israel against the background of the cultures of its near eastern neighbors, including Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, and Syria. To prepare for each topic of lecture/discussion, we will read numerous narratives from the Bible, related passages from the required textbook, and selected articles by modern scholars. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement.

Section 001:	T Th 10:30-11:50			Instructor: Charles Isbell



REL 1005:		NEW TESTAMENT											
This course will introduce you to the history, literature, and religion of the earliest period of Christianity (from about 30 to 150 CE). We will see how Christianity arose out of the Jewish religion and how it spread in the Greco-Roman world. We will examine a variety of writings from this period, including the collection of early Christian literature known as the New Testament. You will learn the historical, critical methods by which scholars study these writings as sources for our knowledge of the origins of Christianity. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement.

Section 001:	M W F 10:30-11:20			Instructor: Delbert Burkett




REL 2027:		ASIAN RELIGIONS											
Asian civilizations have a long history with far-reaching impact and influence on our global community today. One does not need to travel to Asia to be affected by Asian people, economic and political activities, cuisine, arts and entertainment, health treatment options, and religious orientations. The religious landscape of Asia is crucial to understanding Asian civilizations. This course focuses on a variety of Asian religious traditions, including fundamental teachings of the Hindu, Confucian, Taoist, Shinto, and Buddhist traditions of India, Tibet, China, and Japan. We explore how religious values influence decision-making processes in personal and public spheres. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement and one of the basic requirements for the Religious Studies major.

Section 001:	M W F 10:30-11:20			Instructor: Madhuri Yadlapati




REL/PHIL 2028:		PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION										
Is there an all-powerful, infinitely intelligent, loving being (i.e., God) who created the visible universe and all within it? If so, can the existence of such a being be proven rationally? And if so, is there a rational explanation for the presence of evil in the world that this being created and governs? Does human consciousness survive the death of the physical body? Is it reasonable to believe in miracles, e.g., the claim that Jesus walked on water or that some Hindu saints have brought human beings back from the dead even after they had been cremated? In approaching these, and other, religious questions philosophically, we will focus upon the reasons, evidence, arguments and counterarguments that have been advanced with respect to these questions. The goal of this class is not only to make students familiar with those theories falling under the general rubric of the philosophy of religion, but to further refine each student’s ability to reason critically through any sort of logical argument, religious or otherwise. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement.

Section 001:	M W F 11:30-12:20			Instructor: Kenny Smith




REL 2029: 		JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM									
This course introduces students to the histories, teachings, beliefs and practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to engage with guest speakers, take field trips to synagogues, churches and mosques, and watch a number of videos pertaining to contemporary issues (e.g., women’s roles, waging war) within these religions. This course fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement and one of the basic requirements for the Religious Studies major.

Section 001:	T Th 9:00-10:20				Instructor: Maria Rethelyi




REL 3102: 		AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORY  									
This course provides an introduction to the historical experiences of Catholics in North America from the colonial period to the present. This course is not only an institutional history of the American Catholic Church, but also a study of popular manifestations of Catholicism which tries to uncover the diverse experiences of American Catholics in different places and times throughout the history of the United States. Over the course of the semester, we will learn about the major developments, persons, institutions, and ideas that shaped the experiences of Catholics at different moments in American history. We will also learn how to listen to and understand the voices of people from the past and the present, perspectives that are embedded in historical artifacts and available to us in the persons of Catholic adherents today.

Section 001:	T Th 12:00-1:20				Instructor: Michael Pasquier



REL 3300: 		WOMEN AND RELIGION	  									
This course takes a comparative look at the image, role, place, and rights of women and men in the different religious traditions of the world with a special focus on Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.  We will start by looking at some images of women and men in the Hebrew Bible, New Testament, and the Koran. We will examine how scriptural stories about women and men have been reinterpreted according to the values of different times and cultures, how they have influenced gender roles, rights and place in these cultures up to today and how they have even provided basis for religious law. We will focus on what roles women take in religions, and what authority and power have women held in religions. Additionally, we will watch movies that should help us understand the issues and lives of others.

Section 001:	T Th 10:30-11:50			Instructor: Mari Rethelyi



REL 4010: 		SEX, SOCIETY, AND THE BIBLE								
This is a discussion-intensive class on numerous modern issues in politics and society at large. We will read articles about love, courtship, marriage, children, family life, warfare, property ownership, worship practices, the death penalty, the US legal system of justice, gay marriage, immigration policy, race, etc. For each article or topic, we will also read matching biblical passages or comparable religious literature. Class discussions will focus upon methods of learning how religion (or “faith”) and/or the Bible may be used or abused in modern American political life. We will also examine the religious background and beliefs of various national or state political leaders, highlighting the relationship between the campaign rhetoric of political discourse and the reality of governing—what a candidate or official says he/she believes and what that same person actually does once achieving office.

Section 001:	T Th 1:30-2:50				Instructor: Charles Isbell




REL/ENGL 4236: 		STUDIES IN LITERATURE AND RELIGION: THE GOSPEL OF MARK						
The earliest account of the ministry and death of Jesus, according to most scholars, is the Gospel of Mark. Consequently, the significance of this gospel for understanding Jesus and the origins of Christianity cannot be overstated. Yet most people have never read this work, though many have heard selections read in a confessional or devotional setting. For those who read the gospel for the first time, it often comes as a shock to find that the Jesus encountered in this work does not correspond to the traditional image of Jesus with which they are familiar. It comes as a further surprise to find that scholars have analyzed this work by a variety of methods, using principles that do not correspond to those presupposed in a confessional or devotional approach. This course introduces students to the critical methods used by scholars within the discipline of academic biblical studies and applies those methods to the Gospel of Mark. For example, using genre criticism, we will examine the individual stories and sayings that make up the gospel, identifying the different genres, such as parable, miracle story, and controversy dialogue. Using narrative criticism, we will examine the gospel as a work of literature, as a story with its own plot and characters.  Using socio-historical criticism, we will consider the purpose of Mark’s story within the context of early Christianity. Course requirements will emphasize helping students to develop their writing skills.

Section 001:	W 6:00-8:50				Instructor: Delbert Burkett



REL 4301: 		THEORIES OF RELIGION										
This seminar is a learning space where students will critically engage with the concept of religion and academic approaches to the study of religion. Here we will not be learning about specific religious traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, and so forth), but rather the different ways to talk and think about religion in an academically responsible way. In essence, we will focus on a set of interrelated questions: What is religion? What kinds of approaches have scholars adopted as they study religion? How have we come to talk about it in an academic setting? What are productive ways to analyze religious traditions, communities, beliefs, practices, and texts now? Related to these basic questions will be issues of sex and sexuality, embodiment, gender, race, law, theology, secularity, ritual, social organization, and culture. As a result, the theories of religion we read will come from a wide range of academic disciplines, such as anthropology, sociology, law and politics, psychology, race studies, economics, gender studies, colonial studies, and, of course, religious studies. This course fulfills the capstone requirement for the Religious Studies major.

Section 001:	T Th 12:00-1:20				Instructor: Bradley K. Storin



REL/AAAS 4400: 		RELIGIOUS THOUGHT OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AND MALCOM X					
This course explores the religious thought of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X through a close examination of their most significant writings and speeches and dispels many myths and popular conceptions of their life and thought.

Section 001:	M W 1:30-2:50				Instructor: Stephen Finley
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