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EDUCATION


Ph.D., University of Virginia, 2003
M.A., University of Virginia, 1999
B.A., Northwestern University, 1992
EMPLOYMENT

Fred C. Frey Professor of Southern Studies.  Louisiana State University, 2013-
Eberly Professor of Civil War Studies.  West Virginia University, 2011-13
Associate Professor. University of North Florida, 2007 –2011.
Assistant Professor.  University of North Florida.  2003 – 2007.
Visiting Lecturer.  Virginia Military Institute, Spring 2003.
Legislative Assistant/Correspondent.  U.S. Senator Carl M. Levin.  Washington, DC. 1993-1997.

TEACHING FIELDS
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History

Civil War and Reconstruction

History of the U.S. South

Early American History 
PUBLICATIONS


Books

The Calculus of Violence: How Americans Fought the Civil War (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 


University Press, forthcoming Fall 2018).
Editor, Cambridge History of the American Civil War, 3 Vols. (New York: Cambridge


University Press, under contract).
Editor, A Companion to the U.S. Civil War, 2 Vols. (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2014)
Editor, The Civil War, The Final Year Told by Those Who Lived It, February (New York:


Library of America, 2014).
Co-author, American Horizons, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012; Third Edition, 


2017).

Co-editor, Reading American Horizons: Primary Sources for U.S. History in a Global Context 


(New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).
Co-editor, with Brooks Simpson and Stephen Sears, The Civil War, The First Year of the 


Conflict Told by Those Who Lived It, November 1860-January 1862 (New York: Library of


America, 2011).

Concise Historical Atlas of the U.S. Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).

Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2007).

Editor, The View From the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (Lexington: University 

Press of Kentucky, 2007). 
Editor, Struggle for a Vast Future: The American Civil War (Oxford, UK: Osprey Publishing, 


2006). 

Journal Articles 

“Foreword,” Civil War at 150: Turning Points, OAH Magazine of History (April 2013).
"The Nineteenth-Century U.S. History Job Market, 2000-2009," Journal of the Civil War Era 1
(March 2011): 135-140.

"'If It Was Not For You I Would Be Willing To Die': The Civil War Correspondence of Michael


and Sallie Raysor," Florida Historical Quarterly (Winter 2008): 390-405.

"Justice Has Something To Do With It: Class Relations and the Confederate Army," Virginia 


Magazine of History and Biography 113 (December 2005): 341-77.

"Everyman’s War: Confederate Enlistment in Civil War Virginia," Civil War History 50 


(March, 2004): 5-36.  *Reprinted in Michael Perman and Amy Murrell Taylor, eds.  Major 


Problems in the Civil War and Reconstruction, 3rd Ed. (Boston: Wadsworth, 2011), 187-


199.


Chapters in Books 

“Ceding the High Ground of Hindsight,” in Civil War Places:  Historians Reflect on Where They 
Visit and What They See, eds. Matthew Gallman and Gary W. Gallagher (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, under contract).
“African Americans and Emancipation in the Civil War,” in The Routledge History of the 

Nineteenth Century America, ed. Jonathan Daniel Wells (New York: Routledge, 2018).
“Looking at War: Union Soldiers in the Peninsula Campaign” in Lens of War, eds. Matthew


Gallman and Gary W. Gallagher (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2015)
“Southern Home Fronts” for A Companion to the U.S. Civil War (Malden, MA: Wiley-


Blackwell, 2014).

"Lex Talionis in the Civil War: Retaliation and the Limits of Atrocity" in Civil War Global 


Conflict, eds. David Gleeson and Simon Lewis (Charleston: University of South


Carolina Press, 2014).
"Politics in Civil War Virginia: A Democracy on Trial," in William C. Davis and James I. 


Robertson, eds.  Virginia at War, 1864 (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2009).

"The Blue and the Gray in Black and White: Surveying the Literature on Civil War Soldiers" in 


The View From the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (Lexington: University 


Press of Kentucky, 2007).
"'It Is Old Virginia and We Must Have It': Overcoming Regionalism in Civil War Virginia" in 

Edward L. Ayers, Gary W. Gallagher, and Andrew Torget, eds.  Crucible of the Civil 
War: Virginia From Secession to Commemoration  (Charlottesville: University of Virginia 

Press, 2006).

"'A Fearful Lesson': The Legacy of the Civil War," in Struggle for a Vast Future: The American 


Civil War (Oxford, UK: Osprey Publishing, 2006).

"'Success Was So Blended with Defeat': Virginia Soldiers in the Shenandoah Valley" in Gary 


W. Gallagher, ed.  The 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign (Chapel Hill: University of 


North Carolina Press, 2006).

"Similarity and Difference in the Antebellum North and South," in Michael Karman and Anne 


Knowles, eds.  Past Time, Past Place: GIS in History (Redlands, CA: ESRI Press, 2002).


Review Essays

“Cause and Consequence: The Meaning of the Civil War Today” for Ohio Valley History 

13 (Fall 2014): 77-83.

"The Long Civil War: Recent Writing on the Outcomes of the U.S. Civil War," for Virginia


Magazine of History and Biography 119 (June, 2011): 107-153.

"Recent Writing on the Southern Home Front and the Problem of Synthesis," Georgia 

Historical Quarterly (Spring 2009).

"A Book for Every Perspective: Current Civil War and Reconstruction Textbooks," Civil War 


History (September 2005).

Forewords 
“Foreword,” in Freedom’s Witness: The Civil War Correspondence of Henry McNeal Turner, 

ed. Jean Lee Cole (Morgantown: West Virginia University Press, 2013).

Encyclopedia Entries
"Morale," "Desertion," "Causes of Defeat," and "Virginia Soldiers" in Encyclopedia 
Virginia (Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, http://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/, 


2010).

"Family Life, Confederate" and "Non-Slaveholding Southerners" in The Encyclopedia of 


Women in the Civil War (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2008).

"Constitutional Conventions," "Lost Cause," and "Readmission of the States," in The 

Greenwood Encyclopedia of the Reconstruction Era (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2006).

"Federalism and the Civil War," and "Federalism and Reconstruction" in The Greenwood 


Encyclopedia of Federalism (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2005). 

"Slave Trade – Iberia and the Atlantic" and "Abolition – Iberia and the Atlantic," in The 


Encyclopedia of Ibero-America (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC Clio, 2005).

Contributor to Virginia and United States History: The University of Virginia Multimedia 

Guide to the Virginia Standards of Learning, ed. William G. Thomas III, Marc J. Selverstone, and Philip Zelikow (Charlottesville, VA: Miller Center for Public Affairs and Virginia Center for Digital History at the University of Virginia, 2001).

Reviews
Over fifty book and website reviews for publications including: American Historical 

Review, Journal of American History, Journal of Southern History, Civil War History, American Nineteenth Century History, Journal of Military History, and various state historical journals.
FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS

Richard J. Milbauer Lectures, University of Florida, 2018

Distinguished Lecturer, Organization of American Historians, 2009-
Summer Research Fellowship, University of North Florida, 2005, 2007

Dissertation Year Teaching Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2002-3

Fletcher Jones Foundation Fellow, The Huntington Library, 2002



Andrew W. Mellon Research Fellowship, Virginia Historical Society, 2001

Finalist, Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award, University of North Florida, 2006, 2007

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Civilians and Sieges in the U.S. Civil War,” Society for Military History, Kansas City, 

Missouri, April 2014.
"Dying for a Nation: Violence and Nationalism in the Mid-Nineteenth Century," The 

Transnational Significance of the American Civil War, Jena, Germany, September 2011

"Lex Talionis in the Civil War: Retaliation and the Limits of Atrocity," Carolina Lowcountry 

and Atlantic World Conference, Charleston, South Carolina, March 2011

Roundtable participant, "David Potter and Civil War Nationalism: A Forty-Five Perspective: A 

Forty-Five Perspective on his essay "The Historian's Use of Nationalism and Vice 

Versa," Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, Louisville, Kentucky, November 2009.

"The Battle Continued: Southern Contests over Democracy and Law after the Civil War," 

Creating Citizenship in the 19th Century South and Beyond: An International Symposium, Gainesville, Florida, January 2009

"Every Man a Freeman:" The Legacy of the Civil War in the American West," Society for Civil 

War Historians Conference, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 2008 

"Arguing With Images, or Lessons Learned from Making Maps," Geography and the Humanities 

Symposium, Charlottesville, Virginia, June 2007

"An Awkward Embrace: Masculinity and Domesticity in the Confederacy," Southern Historical 


Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 2005

"The Birth of a Family: Civil War Soldiers and the Growth of the Domestic Family," American 

Culture Association/Popular Culture Association Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, April 2004
Panel Participant in "Roundtable: The Limitations of GIS in Historical Research," Social 

Science History Association Annual Meeting, Baltimore, OH, November 2003
"The Domesticated Confederate Soldier: The Expansion of Masculinity in Civil War 
Virginia" Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Memphis, TN, April 2003
"New Approaches, New Insights: Historical GIS in the Valley of the Shadow," 

American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA, March, 2002

"’To be ‘Negroes No Longer:’ Class and Discipline in Confederate Virginia," Douglas Southall 

Freeman/Southern Intellectual History Conference, Richmond, VA, February 2002

"Toward an Environmental History of the American Civil War," with William G. Thomas III, 


Social Science History Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, November 2001 

"’Give the Yankees Hell:’ Enlistment and Service in the Virginia Infantry," Southern Historical 


Association Annual Meeting, Louisville, KY, November 2000

CONFERENCE PANELS - CHAIR/COMMENTATOR
Panel Chair, ““McClellan: Reappraising the Union’s Most Controversial Commander,” Society 

for Civil War Historians, Chattanooga, Tennessee, June 2016

Panel Chair, “Nineteenth-Century Military History in Louisiana,” Louisiana Historical 

Association, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, March 2016 

Chair, “The Politics of Emotion in the Civil War Era,” Society for Civil War Historians, 

Baltimore, Maryland, June 2014

Commentator, “New Approaches to Civil War Prisons,” Society for Civil War Historians, 
Baltimore, Maryland, June 2014

Commentator, “The Black Flag Reconsidered: Memory, Ethnicity, and Gender in Missouri’s
Civil War,” Southern Historical Association Conference, St. Louis, Missouri, November 

2013.

Chair, “The Future of Civil War History,” The Future of Civil War History: Looking Beyond the 

150th, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, March 2013

Chair, “Internationalizing the Civil War,” The Future of Civil War History: Looking Beyond the 

150th, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, March 2013

Chair/Commentator, "Civil War Appalachia," Society of Appalachian Historians, Morgantown, 

West Virginia, May 2012

Commentator, "Reconsidering Civil War Controversies at the Sesquicentennial"

Society for Military History Conference, Arlington, Virginia 2012

Commentator, "Contested Spaces in the Civil War," Society for Civil War Historians 

Conference, Richmond, Virginia, June 2010

Commentator, "Building Sites of Memory: Constructing Remembrance and Meaning of 

the American Civil War," Society for Military History Conference, Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee, April 2009
Chair, "Soldiers, Citizens, and Sources: The Uses of Civil War Soldiers in Writing U.S. History," 
American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, January 2007
INVITED PRESENTATIONS
“Sieges and Civilians on Louisiana’s Rivers,” Central Louisiana Civil War Roundtable, 

Pineville, Louisiana, 2017

 “Too Many Civil Wars,” Symposium on Civilian-Military Relations in the Civil War, 

Mississippi State University, Starkville, Mississippi, February 2017

“The Duty to Run Mad: Veterans and Civil War Violence,” Moorman Lecture, University of 

Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, February 2017

“The Strange Origins of Jim Crow,” West Baton Rouge Museum, Port Allen, Louisiana, 

December 2016

“Stories About Soldiers,” NEH Summer Institute, George Mason University, Arlington, 

Virginia, June 2016

“How Americans Fought the Civil War” and “The Cure is Worse than the Disease: The Civil 

War and American Sectionalism,” American Civil War Roundtable UK, Ascot, UK, April 2016

“Time Will Tell: What We Can Learn about the Civil War from Modern Conflicts,” Baton 

Rouge Civil War Roundtable, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, August 2015

 “The End of the Civil War: 1865,” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, July 2015

 “‘The Justice of our Cause:’ Confederate Perceptions of Violence and Morality,” JCC Sanders 

Lecture, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, April 2015
“Time Will Tell: What We Can Learn about the Civil War from Modern Conflicts,” Capitol Park 
Museum, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, March 2015

“Reconstructing the Nation: America After the Civil War,” Rural Life Museum Ione Burden 

Symposium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, March 2015

“Occupation and Violence in Southern Louisiana,” Magnolia Mound Plantation, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, March 2015

“The Abolitionists,” West Baton Rouge Museum, Port Allen, Louisiana, February 2015.

“Time Will Tell: What We Can Learn about the Civil War from Modern Conflicts,” Keynote 

address at the Filson Historical Society Conference, 2014
"Was the Civil War a Just War?," Keynote Address at the University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Graduate History Conference, March 2014
 “Soldiers in 1863,” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, June 

2013

“West Virginia Statehood and Union.”  West Virginia Center for History and Culture, 

Charleston, West Virginia, June 2013.

“Was the Civil War a Just War?” Ohio University Eastern.  St. Clairsville, Ohio, February 2013

"Fighting a War Worth Winning: Civil War Governors and Northern Strategy," Civil War 

Governors Conference, Penn State Altoona, September 2012

"Was Gettysburg a Turning Point?" Gettysburg Foundation, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, June 

2012

"Was the Civil War a Just War?," Ohio University History Association, Athens, Ohio, May 2012

"'I Have Not Forgot How to Walk:' The Confederate Draft and National Loyalty," Bridgewater 

College Civil War Institute, April 2012

"Educating the Nation: One Hundred and Fifty Years of Land-Grant Colleges," Davis School of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design," West Virginia University, April 2012

"Was the Civil War a Just War?," Mineral County Historical Society, Potomac State College,

 
Keyser, West Virginia, April 2012

"Was the Civil War a Just War?," Blennerhassett Museum, Parkersburg, West Virginia February 

2012

"When Wars Go Bad: Violence and Nationalism in the Mid-Nineteenth Century,"  West Virginia 

Mason-Dixon Roundtable, Morgantown, West Virginia, October 2011

"Dying for a Nation: Violence and Nationalism in the mid-Nineteenth Century," Inaugural WVU 

Interdisciplinary Lecture, October 2011

"Meanings of the Civil War: Then and Now," Historic St. Augustine Research Institute, St. 

Augustine, Florida, January 2011

"A Rich Man's Fight and a Poor Man's War," Lowcountry Civil War Roundtable, Bluffton, 

South Carolina, April 2010

"The Geography of War: Using Maps to the Story of the U.S. Civil War," Amelia Island 

Museum of History, Fernandina Beach, Florida, November 2009.

"A Rich Man's Fight and a Poor Man's War," Blue Island Civil War Roundtable, Blue Island, 

Illinois, February 2009

"Recovering Forgotten History: The Image of East-Central Europe in American Textbooks," 

Lazarski School of Commerce and Law, Warsaw, Poland, June 2008
"Why Confederates Fought," Virginia Festival of the Book, Charlottesville, Virginia, 

March 2008.  Aired on C-SPAN2 (and www.booktv.org) on April 19, 2008.

"Why Confederates Fought," Milbauer Seminar, University of Florida, October 2007 

"Persistent Confederates: The Nature of Loyalty in Lee's Army,"  Lee Memorial Program, 

Washington & Lee University, October 2007

"Double Vision: The Twin Legacies of Spanish and British Slavery in Florida," Trinity United 

Methodist Church, Fernandina Beach, Florida, February 2005

"Battlefront Parlors and Domestic Camps: Gender and the American Civil War," Amelia Island 

Museum of History, Fernandina Beach, Florida, August 2004

"The Experience of Slaves in the Antebellum U.S.," National Park Service, Kingsley Plantation, 

Jacksonville, FL, February 2004

"What Can Historians Do with GIS?: Time, Space, and the Coming of the American Civil War"  

Case Western Reserve University Symposium, Cleveland, OH, October 2003 
"What Difference Did Slavery Make?: Historical GIS in the Valley of the Shadow," Electronic 

Cultural Atlas Initiative Conference, Sydney Australia, June 2001

DIGITAL HISTORY

Poe’s Republic of Letters.  Louisiana State University, 2014-16.
Valley of the Shadow Project.  Virginia Center for Digital History, September 2000 – 2003
Standards of Learning Project, Virginia Center for Digital History, Spring 2001

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Series Editor


"Civil War America," University of North Carolina Press, 2011-


"A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era," University of Virginia Press, 2008-11.  
Associate Editor


Journal of the Civil War Era, 2010-14.
Board Member


John L. Nau III Center for Civil War History, University of Virginia, 2015-. 


Friends of Magnolia Mound Plantation, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 2014-


Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 2012-2015


West Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission, 2011-13

Principal Humanities Advisor, "Civil War 150 Project," NEH-funded program sponsored by the 


Library of America and the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, 2012-15.
Consulting Editor, OAH Magazine of History, “Civil War at 150: Turning Points,” 2013.
Conference Program Committees:


Chair, Society for Civil War Historians Conference, 2016 

Co-Chair, “The Hard Hand of War: Irregulars and Civilians in the Civil War,” Filson Historical Society Conference, 2014


Committee Member, Society for Civil War Historians Conference, 2010
Professional Association Committees:

Bobbie and John Nau Book Prize, Nau Center for Civil War History, 2017-2018

Membership Committee, Southern Historical Association, 2012-13


Woodward Dissertation Prize Committee, Southern Historical Association, 2009 


Fellowship Review Committee, Filson Historical Society 2008

Manuscript Review

Oxford University Press, University of North Carolina Press; University of Georgia Press; University Press of Florida; University Press of Kentucky; University of Tennessee Press; University of Virginia Press; Blackwell Publishers; Palgrave Macmillan; American Historical Review; Journal of American History; Journal of Southern History; Civil War History; International Social History Review; History and Memory; Virginia Magazine of History and Biography
Teacher Training:


Ogden, Utah, January 2015; Dallas, Texas, June 2013;Williamsport, Pennsylvania, June 

2013; Corinth, Mississippi, June 2013; Bridgeton, New Jersey, July 2012; Lawton,


Oklahoma, May 2011; Daytona, Florida, April 2011; Piscataway, New Jersey, March 2011; 


Bakersfield, California February 2011; Virginia Beach, Virginia, Jan 2011; Manatee,

Florida, December 2010; Moorefield, New Jersey, October 2010; Orlando, Florida, 

September, 2010; Orlando, Florida, September 2009; Jacksonville, Florida, April 2005; 


Charlottesville, Virginia, July 2004; Davie, Florida August 2004; Jacksonville, Florida, 


December 2003

INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA APPEARANCES
"What I'm Reading: An Interview with Civil War Historian Aaron Sheehan-Dean," 

http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/167757 February 2018

“Interview,” The Root and Roots Show, http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rootandroots September  

20, 2014

“What Was America Thinking During the Final Year of the Civil War: Q&A,” Christian Science 

Monitor, June 6, 2014
“Turning Points,” Organization of American Historians Podcast, March 2013.  

<http://www.oah.org/programs/civilwar/podcast/program/201303.mp3>
"Why They Fought," Backstory Radio, April 14, 2011

"Why Confederates Fought," BOOK-TV (C-SPAN), September 7, 2009

"Concise Historical Atlas of the U.S. Civil War," BOOK-TV (C-SPAN), January 30, 2009

Presidential Inaugural Coverage, WJXT, Jacksonville, Florida  January 20, 2009

Interview, America's Civil War, October 2008

"Why Confederates Fought," Virginia Festival of the Book, Charlottesville, Virginia, March 

2008.  Aired on C-SPAN2 (and www.booktv.org)

Interview, Civil War Book Review, February 2008

Interview, Civil War Talk Radio, June 2007

"The American Civil War," Newstalk Dublin, March 2007

Interview, UNF "Campus Connections" TV, November 2005

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Louisiana State University


Member, Instructional Impact Committee, 2015


NEH Summer Stipend Review Committee, 2014

West Virginia University

Member, Benedum Distinguished Professor Selection Committee, 2012-13


Member, Jackson Chair Search Committee, Department of English, 2012-13

University of North Florida


Member, Faculty Association Campus Technology Committee, 2007-09


Member, Faculty Association Budget Affairs Committee, 2006-08

Faculty Advisor, UNF Freshman Summer Orientation, 2006

Member, Interim Dean Search Committee, Summer 2006

Presenter, BUILD Seminar for the Office of Faculty Enrichment, 2006

Chair, Academic Affairs Transformational Learning Opportunities Study Group, 2006

Member, New Faculty Orientation Planning and Presentation Committee, 2005-07

DEPARTMENT SERVICE

Louisiana State University


Dual Enrollment Program Coordinator, 2015-17.

World History Committee, 2013-2016.

Ph.D. Committees: 


Chair (1): 2015



Member (7): 2015, 2016, 2017

M.A. Thesis Committees: 



Member (4):  2014, 2015, 2016

Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committees:



Chair (1): 2016



Member (1):  2014

West Virginia University


Personnel Committee, 2012-13

Graduate Committee, 2011-12


Search Committee, U.S. Women's History, 2011-12


Ph.D. Committees:


Chair (1): 2012


Member (3): 2013, 2015, 2016

M.A. Thesis Committees: 



Chair (5): 2012, 2013, 2014


Member (4): 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016 

University of North Florida


Chair, Modern African History Search Committee, 2010-11



Graduate Program Director, 2010-11


Graduate Committee, 2005-09


Chair, Modern U.S. History Search Committee, 2007-08


Search Committee, Latin American History, 2007-08


Search Committee, Early U.S. History, 2007-08


By-Laws Revision Committee, 2006-07


Phi Alpha Theta Faculty Advisor, 2004-08


M.A. Thesis Committees: 



Chair (4): 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010



Member (2): 2006, 2010


Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committees (1): 2007.
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS


Organization of American Historians

Southern Historical Association

Society of Civil War Historians
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