CMST 3169: Rhetoric of Social Movements
Dr. Ashley Mack

Office:  COATES 132		
E-mail: ashleymack@lsu.edu 		
Cell Phone: (504) 322-8999		
Meeting day and time: ONLINE		 
Office hours:  Thursdays from 10am-12pm. Chat link available through Moodle, you can also come to my office in Coates 132 during this time. I am also available to meet by appointment. 
	
“If there is no struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom yet deprecate agitation are men who want crops without plowing up the ground; they want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters . . . Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will.”

Frederick Douglass

COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Persuasive strategies used to build social identities and collectively agitate for social change.

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION

What is politics? If we are to believe the vast majority of news media and mainstream popular culture, politics takes place in ornate domed buildings or on the campaign trail. Politics is often what we associate with nauseating gridlock in the halls of Congress and overblown rhetoric from both sides of the aisle. While the likes of CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC provide the average citizen with near 24-hour access to the day-to-day dynamics of electoral politics, contemporary political discourse often neglects the role of social movements as a key engine of American political history. 
However, as the emergence of the Black Lives Matter, Tea Party, and Alt-Right movements in the United States, as well as recent uprisings in Northern Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and several American cities suggest, protest continues to be a major force for making controversial issues visible and advancing changes in public policy. 
This course offers an exploration of protest and social movements by scrutinizing their rhetorical dynamics in public culture. Emphasis will be placed on the role of communication in seeking social change and the various rhetorical strategies employed to gain movement support, gain media access, and impact various audiences. Though we will discuss several earlier and later movements, our focus will center on major American social movements.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will develop a stronger appreciation for and critical understanding of the role of social movements in democratic culture. This will be accomplished by achieving the following:

· Engaging concepts that help explain the persuasive dynamics of social movements
· Understanding the exigencies that produce social movements
· Appreciating various ethical and other dilemmas faced by social movements
· Recognizing the role of the state and other institutions in suppressing social movements
· Understanding how changes in technology and global capitalism have changed the nature of social movements in the twenty-first century
· Examining case studies that illuminate the successes and failures of social movements across history


COURSE FORMAT
This course occurs entirely online. Our primary course website is accessible through Moodle. We will also make use of YouTube, and various other websites to create a dynamic and interactive course environment. Because this is an online course, it is required that you visit Moodle and check your email regularly for updates. You must have access to a consistent internet connection throughout the duration of the course. 

This course is organized into weekly units. On Monday of most weeks, you will find the following on Moodle under that week’s unit heading:
1. Video lecture(s) from me (I may also direct you to additional content or websites I want you to read or watch)
2. Weekly readings
3. A weekly engagement assignment (e.g. quiz, discussion prompt, engagement activity, etc.) that must be completed by Friday at 5pm CST
Weekly Schedule (there are some exceptions to this, please see the course schedule)
	Monday
	Friday by 5pm CST

	*Lecture / Readings Available
	*Weekly Engagement assignment must be completed



This course, by nature, requires a significant amount of written work and individual drive. We will not necessarily have formalized discussions each week to “count” your engagement (sometimes we will). Instead, each week you are tasked with completing various types of engagement assignments. You will also work with classmates through a group project to enable engagement in an online environment.
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS
· All readings/materials will be posted online through Moodle
· Access to and competency with online search engines and university libraries is essential for success in this course
· Video editing software (see below)
· Consistent and reliable internet connection

ASSIGNMENTS
Assignment Weights
	ASSIGNMENT
	Points

	Weekly Engagement
	10 points each x 13 = 130 points

	Exam(s) OR Research Paper(s) 
	100 points each x 2 = 200 points

	Movement Presentation
	170 points

	TOTAL
	500



Grade Scale
	Letter Grade
	Point Range Needed

	A+
	98-100%

	A
	92-97.9%

	A-
	90-91.9%

	B+
	88-89.9%

	B
	82-87.9%

	B-
	80-81.9%

	C+
	78-79.9%

	C
	72-77.9%

	C-
	70-71.9%

	D+
	68-69.9%

	D
	62-67.9%

	D-
	60-61.9%

	F
	0-59%





Assignment Descriptions
Weekly Engagement (10 points each x 13 = 130 total)
Each week I will post a video lecture and an accompanying quiz or activity for you to complete to get weekly engagement credit. This may be a quiz to cover that week’s lecture content, or I might ask you to respond to an item or participate in a discussion with your classmates. Please see each unit for instructions. You cannot complete weekly engagement assignments early and they cannot be made up late. 

Exams OR Research Paper (100 points each x 2 = 200 points total)
There will be two exams (including a non-cumulative final) during the semester. Exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and/or essay prompts. Exams will cover material from readings, activities, and lectures.
Research Paper Option In lieu of an exam, you may opt to write a 10-12 page paper that critically analyzes social movement rhetoric. You must consult me if you choose this option. An effective essay, at a minimum, will:

· Choose to critically analyze a piece of social movement rhetoric with high social relevance (from a movement other than the one you and your group have selected)
· Use materials from inside and outside of class to frame your discussion
· Provide concrete details from your case study. This includes, but is not limited to, direct quotations and visual examples
· Use an appropriate citation method (e.g. MLA, APA, Chicago)
· Be free of spelling and grammatical errors

Each paper is due via email by 5pm CST on the day of the exam. If you choose to write a paper, you may not take the concurrent exam.

Movement Presentations (170 points total)
Working in groups of three or four, you are responsible for professionally presenting a rhetorical history of a major social movement in a thoughtfully produced video posted on Moodle on your assigned date. An effective presentation, at a minimum, will:

· Clearly identify a discrete social movement with high social relevance
· Provide a concise, but thorough, history of the movement that illuminates its internal development and any factions or disagreements within the movement, as well as the historical circumstances that inspired it (i.e. the social problems/institutions the movement targeted, institutional responses to the movement, salient cultural changes at the time)
· Identify a minimum of three distinct rhetorical strategies the movement used, providing clear examples of each (i.e. direct quotations, images, videos)
· Draw on materials from inside and outside of class to frame your analysis
· This video should not just be a video of individuals presenting in front of a room. Imagine you are producing a mini-documentary. Use video and audio clips, images, voice over, or interviews to help bring your movement to life. 
· Demonstrate professionalism and preparedness
· Equally distribute work among participants
· Last 10-15 minutes

Keep in mind that presenting a rhetorical history of a movement is different from taking a position. It is not your job to support or oppose the movement’s rhetoric, but focus on the rhetorical strategies its participants used (or use) to advance an agenda.

Within groups, group members do not always participate equally in the preparation of group projects; however, all group members share equally in the final grade. To assess individual contributions to the group project, each student will be asked to rate the extent to which each of his or her group members contributed to the semester project. The average of the ratings you receive from members of your group, coupled with my own evaluation of your contribution, will be factored into your final assignment grade.

In addition to the presentation, each group will be responsible for submitting a digital dossier containing the following:

· A detailed outline of your presentation
· A timeline of your movement that indicates key events in the designated time-period
· A bibliography citing a minimum of ten high quality sources, only three of which may be course readings (using an appropriate citation method)
· Individuals will submit to me, via separate link, their private peer reviews

The video presentation and accompanying dossier will be worth 120 points. Each member of the class is required to watch each presentation and participate in the accompanying discussion by Friday at 5pm CST. Your engagement in these discussions will be individually graded and worth 70 points. 


POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR MOVEMENT PRESENTATIONS

While this is a fairly exhaustive list, you may select a topic not included below if you consult me. Appropriate topics will be movements with a discrete history and significant social impact.
McCann/CMST 3169/Fall 2015
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Occupy Wall Street (2011-Present)

American Temperance Movement (1851-1920)

Death Penalty Abolition Movement (1976-Present)

Anti-Abortion/Pro-Life Movement (1973-Present)

Slavery Abolition Movement (1780-1865)

Black Power Movement (1966-1972)

Gay Liberation Movement (1969-1981)

Gun Rights Movement (1994-Present)

Anti-Vietnam War Movement (1964-1975)

American Socialist Movement (1901-1936)

Women’s Suffrage Movement (1848-1920)

Animal Rights Movement (1965-Present)

Modern Anti-War Movement (2003-Present)

Modern LGBTQ Rights Movement (1989-Present)

Tea Party Movement (2008-Present)

Modern Immigrant Rights Movement (2006-Present)

American Anarchist Movement (1905-1950)

Men’s Rights Movement (1970-Present)

Catholic Worker Movement (1933-Present)

Black Lives Matter Movement (2013-Present)

Liberation Theology (1955-Present)

Anti-LGBTQ Rights Movement (1977-Present)

American Indian Movement (1968-1978)

Prison Abolition Movement (1970-Present)

Farm Workers Rights Movement (1962-1972)

Puerto Rican Nationalist Movement (1968-1983)

Second Wave Feminist Movement (1963-1979)

Modern Feminist Movement (1979-Present)

U.S. HIV/AIDS Movement (1981-Present)

Modern U.S. Labor Movement (1981-Present)

9-11 Truth/New World Order Movement (2001-Present)

American Patriot Movement (1958-1996)

U.S. Alt-Right Movement (2008-Present)

Anonymous Hacktivist Movement (2003-Present)

Antifaschistische Aktion/Antifa International (1932-Present)


COURSE POLICIES
Communication Environment

This course is entirely online. We will have ample opportunity to engage over text and through Moodle.  Therefore, we have to be aware of our communication in this precarious context. Think about how you communicate to your instructor and classmates in person and via digital communication. 

We will sometimes engage in difficult discussions about important topics that individuals may have polarized opinions about. We will be approaching all material, topics, and content from an academic perspective and for the purpose of understanding communication practices better. Just because we watch or read something, should not reflect that your classmates or I are promoting it. Instead, we should approach all content as resources for deliberation and discussion. 
The success of this course depends on productive interactions generated between all of us. I do expect you to participate actively discussions when we have them, share your ideas and opinions, comment on and assess those of your fellow classmates. Disagreement is the fuel of democracy. However, I do demand that everyone treat each other with respect. Ridicule or disrespect of any sort will not be tolerated. 
When texting or emailing in general:
· Be aware that even though we are communicating via online text, this is still a professional and collegial environment. 
· Remember that tone is not always easily ascertained through textual communication. Make efforts to make your tone clear to your recipients and also as a recipient make an effort to not presume or project tone onto your colleagues. 
· Disrespectful/flippant communication and inappropriate content will not be tolerated.

Communicating with me:
If you have questions that are relevant to the course (clarifications on assignments, due dates, information, etc…) please feel free to engage with me informally through email, text message, or ask questions via the Office Hours chat on Moodle during scheduled times. 

E-mail: ashleymack@lsu.edu
Cell phone: 504-322-8999
Office Hours chat: Thursdays from 10am-12pm (link available through Moodle, you can also come to my office in Coates 132. 

Please allow 24 hours for a response. While I try to make myself available as much as possible, do not expect that because this is an online class I am available 24 hours a day. I will not respond to an email or text between 6pm and 9am on weeknights or at all on the weekends. Also, please do not text me on my cell phone during these times. 
If you have issues regarding your individual performance on assignments, you must contact me formally through e-mail. I will not respond to text messages regarding grades or performance. When communicating with me via e-mail, please follow these guidelines.
· Address me professionally (ex: “Hello, Dr. Mack”)
· Please sign your name (I might think LSUcutiepie@gmail.com  is spam and delete it).
· Check your grammar. 
· Remember tone is harder to make out in e-mail. Assume a polite and professional tone, and my response will be the same. 
· Make sure to include any necessary background information needed for me to “make sense” of what you are e-mailing about. Also, make sure to be clear (just like in an essay) of what you want out of the e-mail. 
· Do not text me from your phone in all caps, or in broken English. Always use proper punctuation, complete spellings, etc...
· Courtesy in this class gives most people 24 hours to respond to e-mail. I will not assume you will get an e-mail in less time; don’t assume I will either. Weekends may take longer.
· If you fail to follow these guidelines, I will not answer your e-mail.
· If you are appealing a grade, please see the formal grade appeal policy outlined in the syllabus. 

Late Work
Sometimes life just happens and you are unable to turn in an assignment on time (maybe you are stressed out, overwhelmed by other assignments in other classes, got drunk the night before and slept through your alarm, etc…). I will accept late work, but with a penalty. If you can’t make an assignment deadline, you can turn the assignment in for increasingly fewer points throughout that day, up until 11:59pm CST. After that point, work will be accepted within the following week for the maximum grade of a C (see below for extenuating circumstances). After 7 days, late work will no longer be accepted for credit. (Life happens, but not without consequences.)

Extenuating circumstances: I reserve the right to accept late work without penalty when a student has provided proper documentation of a university sanctioned emergency or conflict that has inhibited them from turning in an assignment on time. University sanctioned emergencies or conflicts include: 
· family death/emergency
· debilitating or contagious sickness
· religious observance
· serious weather conditions
· varsity athletic competition
· sanctioned curricular requirements with documentation
· court-imposed legal obligations

For more information on university policy on student absences, see https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/policiesprocedures/policies-procedures/22/

Video Production & Editing
This course requires that you produce and edit video content. This may be a new endeavor for you as a student, but it is a vocabulary and skill that will be incredibly useful in your professional lives. Studies suggest that 80% of people communicate visually in the internet age, and honing this skill in your classes in college is necessary. If you have never used video editing software, this is your opportunity to hone these skills! I am here to help. Please plan ahead and do not start work on your video presentations the night before they are due. 

Other Video Editing Programs
While there are many programs available for editing that you can purchase. There are free programs available to you that are incredible proficient for the purposes of these assignments. 
· If you have a Mac computer, Apple provides free software in iMovie. iMovie comes installed on every Mac computer and is user friendly. 
· If you have a computer that operates on Windows, Windows Movie Maker comes for free with your operating system. Other available options are Wondershare Filmora, Lightworks, and Shotcut, to name a few. 

Quality of Written Work
Take pride in the quality of your work in this class. Written work must be spell-checked, grammar-checked, and proofread: The quality of your writing will affect your grade.
All written work must be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, with a clear heading up at the top. Your name must be included. A bibliography of works cited in an accepted citation style (MLA, APA, or Chicago Style) must accompany all work. 

Grade Discussions and Appeals
If you would like to speak with me about an exam, assignment, final grade, or any other graded material you must come to my office and speak with me face-to-face or schedule a video conference appointment during my office hours. If you cannot come to my office hours, I will gladly schedule an appointment that works with your schedule. 

If you wish to appeal a grade on an assignment or seek a change in your grade, you must submit a written letter requesting to appeal your grade within 7 days of receiving the grade/feedback, and you must follow the procedure I outline below. I will not casually discuss the specifics of grades over e-mail due to FERPA (a federal law designed to protect your privacy). 

Grade Appeal Procedure:
· Wait at least 24 hours after receiving your grade and feedback before setting up an appointment with me and submitting your written grade appeal. This grace period ensures that you have time to carefully read and consider the feedback. 
· After reading my feedback, submit a written appeal through e-mail that identifies the specific issue in question (i.e. exam question, etc.) and explains the specific and well-supported reasons you believe the grade should be changed.  Some thoughts on these appeals:
· Please refer to any class materials that support your rationale for a change. 
· Focus less on explaining that you deserve a certain grade (i.e. “I came to every class and deserve an A”), and more on proving that you accomplished specific objectives on this specific assignment that you were not given the appropriate credit for (i.e. “You state in my feedback that I did not appropriately meet X grading criteria. However, according to lecture and the assignment description, we were expected to do Y, see pages 5-7 of my assignment where you can see I meet this criteria by doing Z.”). 
· Make sure to cite specific instances from your assignment to provide support for your claims. 
· Please attach to the email a graded copy of the assignment in question (i.e. exam, etc.) and any additional evidence to support your claims. 
· The written appeal should be submitted at least 24 hours prior to the appointment you have scheduled with me. During this meeting, we will review your appeal. 
· After meeting with you, I may wish to contemplate the matter.  In any case, I will decide within two school days whether to change or uphold the grade.  
· I will provide you with a written justification of my decision through Moodle (see comments on the graded item in question). 
· Remember, you can only submit a grade appeal within one week (7 days) of the grade’s issue. Grade appeals will not be considered after that “statute of limitations” has expired. 
· If we cannot come to an agreement, you are welcome to follow the formal grade appeal procedure as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.


Academic Misconduct
Don’t plagiarize. Any student found to have turned in material not their own (either downloaded from the internet or written by another student) will immediately be reported to the Dean of Students. You can find the official LSU policies on plagiarism here: http://www.lib.lsu.edu/instruction/plagiarism2.html .Your work would be considered as plagiarism in part or entirely if it involves any of the following:
· Submitting work that was written by someone other than you (an online source, a friend, etc.). 
· Submitting work in which you use the ideas, metaphors or reasoning style of another, but do not cite that source and/or place that source in your list of references. Simply rewording a sentence does not make work your own.
· Submitting work in which you “cut and paste” or use the exact words of a source and you do not put the words within quotation marks, use footnotes or in-text citations, and place the source in your list of references. 
· Submitting work that you have written together with a friend as if it was solely your own intellectual property. 
· Submitting work that you wrote verbatim for another class. 

Students with Disabilities 
Louisiana State University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. The syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. If you are seeking accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with Disability Services in 115 Johnston Hall. Their phone number is 225-578-5919 and website is www.lsu.edu/disability. To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper Disability Services forms and meet with me at the beginning of the semester.

Majoring in Communication Studies
Business leaders and other professionals recognize the importance of developing communication skills and analysis. Alan Greenspan, for example, stated, “To succeed, you will soon learn, as I did, the importance of a solid foundation in the basics of education – literacy, both verbal and numerical, and communication skills.” We hope this course contributes to your success. 
To learn more about communication, you may want to major or minor in the Department of Communication Studies. The program explores how people sustain and change, experience, and make sense of the world through symbolic action. Students develop conceptual skills to analyze written, oral, and visual messages. Students gain practical experience in such areas such as public speaking, group decision-making, performance, and film. Such skills are elemental to careers in business, government, law, social services, and the arts.
A major in Communication Studies requires 36 hours including 12 hours of core classes and 12 hours at the 3000 or 4000 level. A minor requires 15 hours with one core class and 6 hours at the 3000 level or above.
More information is available at www.lsu.edu/cmst or by contacting our undergraduate advisor Mr. Kent Filbel (kfilli@lsu.edu), whose hours are posted at his office, 135 Coates Hall



COURSE SCHEDULE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course format: This course is organized into weekly units. Each week, you will be able to access a video lectures from me and a weekly engagement assignment. You will be responsible for completing the readings, watching the lecture, and completing the accompanying weekly assignments by Friday at 5pm CST of each unit. 
Please Note: You are responsible for all readings and watching all lectures. The syllabus is provisional and is subject to revision as necessary. Additional readings may be assigned from time to time, and/or assigned readings may be omitted.
(SSD=Stewart, Smith, & Denton; BOJ=Bowers, Ochs, & Jensen)

	Date
	Unit
	Readings
	Assignments Due by Friday at 5pm CST

	8/21-24
	Politics by other means


	Anderson; Lorde; Chow
	*Engagement Assignment 1


	8/28-9/1
	Citizenship in the Public Sphere
	SSD ch 1; Douglass; Thompson (a.k.a. ?uestlove); Gross 

Additional Readings: Goodnight & Hingstman
	*Engagement Assignment 2


	9/4-8
	Struggle over the Status Quo 
	Landy; Barstow; Brydum; Faludi
	*Engagement Assignment 3

	9/11-15
	Persuasion in Movements
	SSD Ch 3; Darsey; Gould; Jesus Camp
	*Engagement Assignment 4

	9/18-22
	Raising hell
	BOJ Ch 2; King (I); King (II); Carmichael
	*Engagement Assignment 5


	9/25-29
	Moderates and radicals 
	Obama; Hernandez; Jones; Shoemaker; Against Equality; Pulley; Packnett; Hedges; Dupuy & Cook; Zero; Newsome
	*Engagement Assignment 6


	10/2-6
	Identity Politics & Other-Centered Movements
	Frank; Karen; Bhatia; Dzodan; FreeQuency; Gillis, Zanichkowsky, & Chávez; Smith; Asenas, McCann, Feyh, & Cloud; Cole
	*Engagement Assignment 7
*Exam I or Paper Due


	10/9-13
	Culture & Organic Intellectuals
	Hebdige; Sheehan; Lynskey; 
Abu-Jamal; McCorvey & Thomas; Watercutter; D’Addario
	*Engagement Assignment 8


	10/16-20
	Networked Movements
	Vats; Dean; Morozov; Van der Linden; Shirky; McDonald & Woo

	*Engagement Assignment 9


	10/19-22
	Fall Break

	10/23-27
	Taming the Masses
	BOJ Ch 3; Jossey; Rosenfeld; Gould-Wartofsky; COINTELPRO; Film, Let the Fire Burn
	*Engagement Assignment 10


	10/30-11/3
	Revolution!
	Davis; Adbusters; Boggs
	*Engagement Assignment 11
* Select Movement Presentation groups

	11/6-10
	Violence
	Rand; Gitlin; B. Ginsberg; Coates; Rudolph; Williams; Chenoweth
	*Engagement Assignment 12
* Select Movement Presentation topics


	11/13-17
	Collective Memory of Movements
	Doerr; Hoerl
	*Engagement Assignment 13


	11/20-24
	Thanksgiving Break

	11/27-12/1
	Movement Presentations due Monday by 8am CST
	
	*Movement Engagement due Friday by 5pm CST

	12/8
	Exam II
	
	*Exam II or Paper Due
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