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GENERAL INFORMATION 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

In this course, we study people who have made music in a variety of different traditions, from 
the global to the local, the remote to the familiar, the past to the present. Our semester is 
organized around different musical “roles,” including composers, performers, adapters, 
instrument makers, teachers, facilitators, entrepreneurs, and others. As we explore the variety of 
roles played by musicians in historically and geographically diverse societies, we’ll become more 
aware of the myriad relationships upon which all forms of music-making depend.  

The goal of our course is ambitious: we seek to understand how and why musical traditions 
flourish, and we analyze the contributions that people have made to this flourishing. Although 
our course is limited to just a handful of musical practices, each exemplified by just a single 
person, the knowledge you gain—by reading, listening, writing; by asking questions and 
reflecting upon possible answers—can be applied to other traditions you encounter in the future. 
Intended for first-year students in LSU’s School of Music, the course cultivates practical skills and 
habits necessary for success at the university level, including close reading, deep listening, critical 
thinking, and persuasive communication. Finally, the course fosters a humanistic engagement 
with the musical lives of others while encouraging students to consider the contemporary 
opportunities afforded by a degree in the field of music. By semester’s end, I hope you’ll pause to 
consider what kind of role you, yourself, might play in the music of tomorrow. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

There is one required textbook for this course, available in the campus bookstore and from 
various vendors online: 

• Andrea A. Lunsford, EasyWriter, 7th ed. (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 
2018). When grading your writing assignments, I will include references to the 
grammatical issues described in this book. For example, if I write “EasyWriter #36” in 
your assignment, you can refer to that section of the book for an in-depth description of 
comma splices and guidance for fixing them. 

All reading and listening assignments will be available on Moodle. You will need a free Spotify 
account to complete some of the listening assignments.  

 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 

Students are expected to behave professionally and respectfully in the online learning 
environment, including all Zoom meetings and online discussion boards. Harassment, vulgarity, 
and other inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  
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Per section 5.1 of the Code of Student Conduct, the Code applies to conduct that occurs on the 
Campus, at LSU-sponsored activities, and/or when the Student or Registered Student 
Organization is representing LSU. The University shall have discretion to extend jurisdiction over 
conduct that occurs off campus when the conduct adversely and significantly affects the learning 
environment or University community and would be in violation of the Code if the conduct had 
occurred on campus. This includes behavior that may occur in a remote learning environment, 
such as email, discussion forums, zoom webinars, or any other platform or solution used for a 
course. In determining whether to extend jurisdiction, the University may consider its ability to 
gather information. Potential violations of the Code can be reported through LSU Cares. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

All students should acquaint themselves with the University’s Code of Student Conduct. 
Students caught cheating, plagiarizing, copying, or otherwise violating the University’s policy on 
Academic Integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Advocacy & Accountability for 
disciplinary action. 

 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 

Louisiana State University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons 
with disabilities. The syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. 

If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you 
may require accommodations, please see a staff member in Disability Services so that such 
accommodations can be considered. Students that receive accommodation letters should meet 
with the instructor to discuss the provisions of those accommodations as soon as possible. There 
is absolutely no stigma associated with any request for accommodation. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

If you are experiencing consistent challenges in accessing reliable internet or have other 
technology concerns which may prevent you from completing the requirements of this course, 
please contact the Dean’s Office at cmdadeansoffice@lsu.edu for help.
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 GRADING 

Performance in the course will be assessed with a letter grade, based on the following weighting 
of assignments: 

 

Reading Quizzes      25% 

 

Discussion Board Posts     20% 

 

Short Essays       25% 

 

Final Project 

 Quality of Feedback on Peer-Review   10% 

 Final Draft      20% 

 

Letter grades will be assigned based on final percentages, according to the following rubric.  

A+ 97–100% C+ 77–79% 
A 93-96% C 73–76% 
A- 90–92% 

 
C- 70–72% 

B+ 87–89% D+ 67–69% 
B 83–86% D 63–66% 
B- 80–82% D- 60–62 

 
  F 59% and below 

 

Grades will not be “rounded up.” For example, 89.7% = B+. There is no extra credit.  

No late assignments will be accepted, except in cases of family emergency or illness 
(accompanied by a “doctor’s note”). In these circumstances, please contact the instructor. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

More information on the topics and assignments for each week can be found on our course’s 
Moodle page. 

 
 
 

8/24–8/28 
8/31–9/4 
9/7–9/11 

 

 
The Instrument-Maker 
Bartolomeo Cristofori 
Ellie Mannette 
Ellen Fullman 

 
 

9/14–9/18 
9/21–9/25 
9/28–10/2 

 

 
The Teacher 
Allauddin Khan 
Muhal Richard Abrams 
Amy Beach 
 

 
 

10/5–10/9 
10/12–10/16 
10/19–10/23 

 

 
The Performer 
Chavela Vargas 
Rhiannon Giddens 
Carol Kaye 
 

 
 

10/26–10/30 
11/2–11/6 

 

 
The Composer and the Adapter 
Knut Dahle and Edvard Grieg 
George Gershwin and Ferde Grofé 

 
 

11/9–11/13 
11/16–11/20 

 

 
The Conservator 
Komitas 
Frances Densmore 
 

 
 

11/23–12/4 

 
Final Projects 
Music in Times of COVID-19 
 

 


