
Several of our Alumni received honors and reached milestones. Megan Bell (MLIS, 2015) was selected as a 2018 Institute 
for Research Design in Librarianship (IRDL) Scholar. IRDL trains academic librarians to conduct methodologically sound 
research and provides a network for future collaborations.  Her research explores using the flipped classroom model and 
active learning as tools for citation management software instruction.  Zack Blanchard (MLIS, 1998) is Louisiana Tech 
Alumni Association’s 2018 College of Liberal Arts Alumnus of the Year. Two alumna, Kacy Helwick (MLIS, 2014) (YALSA) 
and Rachel Murdock (MLIS, 2016) (LITA) were selected as 2019 ALA Emerging Leaders. This leadership development 
program “enables newer library workers from across the country to participate in problem-solving work groups, network 
with peers, gain an inside look into ALA structure, and have an opportunity to sere the profession in a leadership 
capacity.” 

Brenda and Joe Crotts retired after a combined 92 years of library service. They met in the LSU Library and married 
in 1973. Brenda Crotts (MSLS, 71) retired on January 30, 2018, after 41 years with the Butte County, California public 
library. She ended her career with managing the Chico branch. Her career began in the science division of the LSU 
Library from 1971 to 1974. Joe Crotts (MLS, 73) retired on January 30, 2018, after over 43 years with the Meriam Library 
of California State University, Chico. His career began as a library trainee in the government documents and chemistry 
divisions of the LSU library in 1973, followed by managing the library of the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola until 
near the end of 1974. In addition to serving in the library, he served as an officer on the university’s academic senate 
(including chair), executive committee, and university budget committee from 1990 to 2018. 

Presentations
Miriam Childs, (MLIS, 2014), “…And Justice for All: Three States and Three Approaches to Access to Justice,” American 
Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting, Baltimore, 2018.
Kacy Helwick (MLIS, 2014), “Unconventional Outreach: Going Where the People Are,” Louisiana Libraries Association, 
2018.
Jude Morrissey (MLIS, 2012), “Seeing the ‘Student’ in ‘Student Worker’: Utilizing the LMS for Student Worker Training & 
Management” Appalachian College Association Professional Development Day, 2018
Michele Riggs (MLIS, 2004), “The Great Divide: Research Before, During, and After the Information Age,” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Zach Tompkins (MLIS, 2013), “Store digital content for the long term,” Deep South Digital Preservation Workshop, 
Lafayette, 2018.
Zach Tompkins (MLIS, 2013), “Missing Tapes and Deleted Tweets: The Presidential Records Act & Democracy.” 
Presentation for the Presidential Symposium Behind the Ballot: Examining the Influences and Trends Driving Modern 
Elections at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA, 2018.
Emily Ward (MLIS, 2014), “Archiving the Web@EBRPL: Building a Community History Web Archive,” Louisiana Archives 
and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Cheylon Woods (MLIS, 2015), “Protect content from everyday threats and emergency contingencies,” Deep South 
Digital Preservation Workshop, Lafayette, 2018.
Janet Woolman, (MLIS, 2002), “Building a Sustainable Tech Community in the Panhandle,” ITEN Wired Conference, 2018, 
https://www.itenwired.com/2017-presentations/Ebe_Randeree_2017.pdf.
Catherine Word (MLIS, 2014), “Building Strong Relationships in the School Library,” ALA National Conference, New 
Orleans, 2018.

Publications
Edward Benoit, III and Amanda Munson (MLIS, 2017). “Proceed with Caution: Deepening Concerns about Social Tagging 
within Digital Collections, 2010-2016,” portal: Libraries and the Academy 18, no. 4 (2018): 759-779.
Amy Catania (CARST, 2018), “Re-conceptualizing Oral Culture Collections and Archival Practices,” Provenance 35, no. 
2 (2018): 45-70.
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), Immigration and Asylum: Striving for Recognition, in Sexual Orientation, Gender Identities, 
and the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), Military Employment: Navigating the Repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, in Sexual Orientation, 
Gender Identities, and the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), “Distinct Topics in Public Sector Employment,” in Sexual Orientation, Gender Identities, and 
the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), “Review of Christopher T. Marsden, Network Neutrality: From Policy to Law to Regulation,” 
110 Law Libr. J. 277 (2018).
Melissa Mallon, (MLIS, 2007), The Pivotal Role of Academic Librarians in Digital Learning (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 
2018).
Jude Morrissey (MLIS, 2012) and Lindsay Kenderes, “Building Bridges with No Trolls: The Practical Ethics of Open Access 
Institutional Repositories and Digital Archives.” In Applying Library Values to Emerging Technology: Decision-Making in the 
Age of Open Access, Maker Spaces, and the Ever-Changing Library (pp. 285-303). (ACRL Publications in Librarianship, 
no. 72). Chicago: ACRL, 2018.
Janet Woolman (MLIS, 2002), Pensacola Cyber Coast: Live Coastal. Work Cyber. A Cybersecurity Strategic Plan 
Report. FloridaWest Economic Development Alliance and Pensacola Cybersecurity Community. 2018. https://www.
floridawesteda.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Cyber-Plan-Smmary-PDF.pdf.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
As I sit to write this, the re-accreditation team from ALA has just left campus, and I am 
overflowing with pride in our students, alumni, faculty and staff. This past year, we’ve 
asked for your help on numerous occasions, and you have all come through. We had 
an overwhelming response to both our alumni and student surveys with over 300 alumni 
and nearly 100 students providing us with feedback. Thanks to you all!

I would like to take some time here to discuss our recent move to delivering our degree 
programs entirely online. As I’m sure you know, SLIS offers the only accredited MLIS 
program in the state of Louisiana. In order to serve all students in the state, distance 
education opportunities have always been a priority. Prior to the 1990s, faculty would 
drive to locations around the state to offer courses. (I remember one lovely semester 
in which I was driving to New Orleans every Thursday night to teach Abstracting and 
Indexing. Anyone reading this who took that course will remember that my mother came 
to every class; yes, my mother. She didn’t want me driving home alone after dark.)

In the mid-1990s, the Louisiana Board of Regents supported the creation of the infrastructure to support compressed 
video courses. Faculty teaching in classrooms on the LSU campus were connected via audio and video to students 
in classrooms located around the state. Unfortunately, necessary updates and repairs to the infrastructure were not 
supported, and we stopped offering classes via this method in 2013. (I’m sure those of you who took compressed video 
courses remember the following: “New Orleans? Are you there New Orleans? OK, we lost New Orleans.”)

We started using alternatives to the failing compressed video system in 2012. We offered hybrid classes in which 
local students were physically located in the classroom and distance students were connected via Adobe Connect. 
Unfortunately, Internet connectivity in Louisiana was an issue, especially in rural areas. Many students relied on their local 
libraries to connect to classes, but encountered issues in signing up for computer use for the three-hour class period. 
There were also many instances of connection interruptions, during which students lost access to the class.

We were also offering classes that were entirely web-based, using first the Blackboard and then the Moodle course 
management platforms. Most of these courses were asynchronous, eliminating the issue of students needing to find 
computers and Internet connections for a three-hour class period. 

So, during the 2012/13 through 2014/15 academic years, we were offering classes using three delivery methods: face-
to-face, hybrid face-to-face/Adobe connect, and entirely web-based. We were alternating the delivery methods of 
classes so that students had the option to take each class face-to-face in the classroom, or to take classes connected 
via Adobe Connect or connected via the web. Giving students these options was the ideal situation. However, we soon 
encountered an environment in which enrollment in the face-to-face classes rapidly decreased.

The evidence of this trend can be seen in enrollment in core courses during this period of time. Core courses are offered 
every fall and spring semester. Each academic year, every core course was offered as a face-to-face course during 
one semester and as either a hybrid or web-based course the other semester. In the 2012/13 academic year, 45% of 
students enrolled in face-to-face classes and 55% of students enrolled in classes in which they participated via Adobe 
Connect or via the web. In 2013/14, these numbers were 33% and 67%; in 2014/15, these numbers were 18% and 82%.
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This raised the following questions: was it an efficient use of resources for faculty to teach a face-to-face course with as 
few as nine students in one semester and as many as 42 students via a hybrid or web-based course another semester? 
How could we ensure that the quality of instruction was equitable in the hybrid and web-based courses, not because 
of concerns about the delivery formats, but because the enrollments were so much greater than in the face-to-face 
classes?

After discussing this situation at length, the decision of the faculty was to only offer courses in the asynchronous web-
based delivery method. This seemed to be the only way to ensure that all students were being exposed to an equitable 
learning environment. Beginning in the fall 2016 semester, we have only offered web-based courses, with the exception 
of a few week-long face-to-face courses in the summer.

I think it’s very easy to see that this delivery format offers convenience to students. In fact, in the student survey mentioned 
above, the most frequent answer to the question “Why did you come to SLIS at LSU?” was that it is an entirely asynchronous 
online program. Students explained that this allowed them to schedule time for school around their work schedules and 
families, and that completing the degree would not have been possible in any other format.

But what about the quality of an entirely online program? Can students actually acquire the knowledge, the skills, and 
the competencies they need for successful careers in an entirely online environment? The answer seems to be yes.

First, let me explain that an “online” class does not just consist of printed materials such as class lecture notes and journal 
articles. Today’s classes are a wonderful synthesis of print, images, video, and audio... anything that gets the message 
across. In fact, SLIS has created its own recording studio to ensure the quality of our classes. Additionally, the online 
discussion forums allow students to interact with each other in ways they did not before, and faculty report more in-depth 
discussions with students drawing from and sharing their own experiences.

But the proof of this pudding is, once again, in what our students have to say. Although their decision to attend SLIS 
may have been based on convenience, the most frequent answers to the question “Would you recommend SLIS and 
why?” were the quality of the classes, the faculty, and the program as a whole. Comments from students included: I 
have several degrees coming into this program and honestly feel I have learned more and had better instruction than 
in any of the others. Classes are highly educational. A very good program with lots of practical knowledge and skill 
building. It prepared me for my future career as a librarian. These courses have taught me things I can use every day 
in my public library.

And I will also note that feedback from employers and from supervisors of internships is overwhelmingly positive, indicating 
that our graduates are well-prepared for their roles.

I hope this discussion can allay the concerns that I know many of us have had about an entirely online program. And, yes, 
I count myself in that group. I had to be dragged into the online teaching environment kicking and screaming. Nothing 
could possibly replace the interaction of the classroom. But having now taught online classes for almost a decade, I am 
a convert. I truly believe that students are benefitting more from a flexible, multimedia, interactive environment than 
from listening to me talk for three hours. Such is life.

Last, but most certainly not least, let me take a moment to praise our current students. As you will see in this issue, our 
students are heavily engaged in their professions already. In the past few years, students have presented at a variety 
of regional, national and international conferences, published in peer-reviewed and practitioner journals, created 
podcast episodes, and won numerous awards and fellowships. Our class of 2018 included seventy graduates with 
eleven students receiving multiple degrees, and we saw our first graduates from the Graduate Certificate in Archival 
Studies program. We are continuing to develop our undergraduate program and will graduate our first minors in library 
science this semester. I look forward to seeing our undergraduate presence grow with the forthcoming launch of our 
minor in digital studies next fall.

So, that’s the news from SLIS. I hope everyone has a lovely spring and summer. And drop me an email, y’all; we love to 
hear from you.

Stauffer, S. (2018). The public library as frontier: Shifting borders, permeable boundaries. Presented at the Southwest P/
ACA Annual Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

Stewart, B. (2018). Southern agricultural literature: A practical literacy for the american south. Presented at the Soci-
ety for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing (SHARP) Annual Conference, University of Western Sydney, 
Sydney, Australia.

Stewart B, & Ju, B. (2018). What drives black contributions to Wikipedia? Presented at the Annual Meeting of Associa-
tion for Information Science and Technology Vancouver, BC, Canada.

Stewart, B., & Davis Kendrick, K. (2018). The academic library as place: Perceptions of welcomeness among black col-
lege students. Presented at the American Association of Geographers, New Orleans, LA.

Stewart, B., Ju, B., & Kendrick, K. (2018). On perceptions of welcomeness in academic libraries: A black perspective. 
Presented at the ALISE Works in Progress (WIP) Poster Showcase, Westminster, CO.

Wu, Y. (2018). Exploring research data management from a data user’s perspective: A case study of two data reposi-
tories. Presented at the 20th International Conference on Asia-Pacific Digital Libraries, Hamilton, New Zealand.

Wu, Y. & Meng, F. (2018). Building a comprehensive taxonomy of security through facet analysis and facet nesting. 
Presented at the 10th Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries International Conference, Chania, Crete, 
Greece.

Wu, Y. & Yang, L. (2018). Characterization of a semantic relations taxonomy in biomedical science. Presented at the 
14th International Conference on Knowledge Management, Vancouver, Canada.

Yang, S. & Ju, B. (2018).  Configuring the scope of digital/data curation in LIS education. Presented at the ALISE An-
nual Conference, Denver, CO.

Grants
Stewart, B. & Walker, J. (2018). EAGER cloud-ecosystem in box (CEB). National Science Foundation, $298,286. Award 
number 1842679. Funded.

Park, S.-J., Wilmot, C., Lee, K., Rhodes, J., Ramanujam, J., & Guin, C. (2018). SCC-Planning: Promoting smart technolo-
gies in public safety and transportation to improve social and economic outcomes in a US EDA-Designated critical 
manufacturing region. National Science Foundation, $99,932. Award number 1737557. Funded. (Seungwon Yang as 
senior investigator).

Awards
Stewart, B. Russell B. Long Professorship, 2017-2018. 

Benoit, E., III. Russell B. Long Professorship, 2018-2019. 

Benoit, E., III. TAF Undergraduate Teaching Award, Louisiana State University, 2018.

Benoit, E., III. Advocate for Diversity Award, College of Human Sciences & Education, Louisiana State University, 2019.

Other
Benoit, E., III. (2018). Missing tapes and deleted tweets: The Presidential Records Act & democracy. Presentation for 
the Presidential Symposium Behind the Ballot: Examining the Influences and Trends Driving Modern Elections at Louisi-
ana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. (Invited Speaker)

Benoit, E., III. Archival Educators Section Chair, Society of American Archivists, 2017-2018.

Stuaffer, S. Appointed Area Chair of Libraries, Archives, Museums, and Digital Humanities for the Southwest Popular/
American Culture Association 

Stuaffer, S. Doctoral External Examiner Christina Neigel, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University

Stuaffer, S. Reviewed and provided suggestions on new material for 3rd ed. of Lerner, Fred. The Story of Libraries: From 
the Invention of Writing to the Computer Age, 2nd ed. at request of publisher, Bloomsbury Academic.

Stuaffer, S. CxC Summer Institute.       SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
Follow us on Twitter @LSUSLIS
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Graduate Certificates
Archival Studies
Amy Catania

School Librarianship
Catherine Brantley
Rebecca Gerdes
Kristy Gilpin
Jacqueline Harsch
Jacob Hughes
Margaret Hughes

Master of Library & 
Information Science 

Sara Alary
Renee Arledge
Samuel Ayers (MA)
Kimba Azore
Charlene Barrett
Laini Blanchard
Anna Braud
Eric Broussard (MA)
Brooke Brown
Daremy Butler (CRIM)
Kayla Caffarel
Kristen Candiloro
Christopher Carter
Keva Carter

Skye Cornelia
Megan Crozat
Nicollette Davis
Bernard De Santis, III
Calie Dison
Lawren Dodson
Danielle Dozar
Crystal Bourgeois DuCarpe
Jodi Duet
Amy Duplessis
Jennifer Fleming
Calissa Folse (CARST)
Lindsay Glasner
Hilary Gunnels
Haley Hampton
Elizabeth Hendershott
Deborah Jack
Sarah Jackson
Ellen John (CSLIB)
Amanda Johnson
Adrian Johnson
Dora Jordan
Meghan Jordan
Lyndey Kelly
Anna Leinweber
Amber Lewis (CARST)
Constance Milton (CARST)
Virginia Mitts

Amy Moran (CARST)
Osaria Mouton
Andrew Mullins
Michael Perriatt
Maria Piacun
Aimee Pittman
A. Mackenzie Roberts
Kristina Rodriguez
Darcy Rohwer
Saskja Schemm
Adrienne Shields (CRIM)
Brittany Silva (CRIM)
Emily Smith
Courtney Stein
Brandi Stevens
Ariel Stewart
Tara Sylvester
Nicole Viator (CARST)
Elizabeth Walcavich
Stacy Wren
Kristina Zarek

CONGRATULATIONS TO   OUR   SLIS GRADUATES!

CLASS OF 2018FACulTY  news
Publications
Benoit, E., III. (2018). Moving image user-generated description: A matter of time. International Association of Sound 
and Audiovisual Archives Journal, 49 (1), 60-72.

Benoit, E., III. & Munson, A. (2018). Proceed with caution: Deepening concerns about social tagging within digital col-
lections, 2010-2016. portal: Libraries and the Academy, 18 (4), 759-779.

Benoit, E., III. (2018). #MPLP part 2: Replacing item-level metadata with social tags. American Archivist, 81 (1), 38-64.

Chen, W., Chen, J., Erdmann, C., Owens, T., Jin, T., & Phillips, M. (2018). Can research librarians make contributions to 
decision-making as intelligence analysts? The Prospects and challenges. Proceedings of the 18th ACM/IEEE on Joint 
Conference on Digital Libraries, 317-318. DOI: 10.1145/3197026.3205365.

Ju, B. & Albertson, D. (2018).  Exploring factors influencing acceptance and use of video digital libraries. Information 
Research, 23 (2). http://www.informationr.net/ir/232/paper789.html#author 

Ju, B. & Kim, Y. (2018).  Conceptualizing research ethics on scientific data sharing: Evidence from biological sci-
entists.  Proceedings of Association for Information Science & Technology, 55 (1), 834-836. https://doi.org/10.1002/
pra2.2018.14505501137.

Shams, S., Platania, R., Kim, J., Zhang, J., Lee, K., Yang, S., & Park, S. J. (2018). A distributed semi-supervised platform for 
DNase-Seq data analytics using deep generative convolutional networks. Proceedings of the 2018 ACM International 
Conference on Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, and Health Informatics, 244-253.

Stewart, B. & Ju, B. (2018). What drives black contributions to Wikipedia? Proceedings of Association for Information 
Science & Technology, 55 (1), 902-903.

Stewart, B. & Yang, S. (2018). The spread of “fake” and “false” information during Hurricane Harvey. Proceedings of 
the 10th ACM Conference on Web Science, https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=3201064. 

Walker, J., Rock, L., Ramos, C., & Stewart, B. (2018). Developing a crisis informatics ecosystem for smart cities: Geo-
sciences and remote sensing. SoutheastCon 2018. https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8478976/
authors#authors.

Wu, Y. & Meng. F. (2018). Categorizing security for security management and information resource management. 
Journal of Strategic Security (accepted).

Yang, S., Ju, B., and Chung, H. (2018). Identifying topical coverages of curricula using topic modeling and visualiza-
tion techniques: A case of digital and data curation. International Journal of Digital Curation. 13 (2). (accepted).

Yang, L. & Wu, Y. (2018). Creating a taxonomy of earthquake disaster response and recovery for online earthquake 
information management. Knowledge Organization (accepted).

Zou, L., Lam, N. S., Shams, S., Cai, H., Meyer, M. A., Yang, S., ... & Reams, M. A. (2018). Social and geographical dispari-
ties in Twitter use during Hurricane Harvey. International Journal of Digital Earth, 1-19.

Presentations
Benoit, E., III. & Wright, T. (2018). Developing digital learning environments. Presented at the Archival Education and 
Research Institute, Tuscaloosa, AL.

Jin, T., Ward, A., & Yi, K. (2018). The key to fostering transdisciplinary research collaboration: Finding the connections. 
Presented at the 46th Annual Conference of the Canadian Association for Information Science, Regina, Saskatch-
ewan, Canada.

Ju, B. & Stewart, B. (2018).  Perceptions of information bias and inequity among Black Wikipedians. Presented at the 
European Symposium on Societal Challenges in Computational Social Science, Cologne, Germany. 

Ju, B., Yang, S., Meyer, M., & Hendricks, M. (2018).  Public libraries on Twitter: Interacting with communities in crisis. Pre-
sented at the ACM WebSci Conference 2018, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Stauffer, S. (2018). Marilla Waite Freeman: The librarian as literary muse, gatekeeper, and print culture disseminator. 
Presented at Women in Print: Production Distribution, Consumption, Winterbourne House and Garden, Edgbaston, 
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Dual degrees indicated after student’s name: Graduate Certificates of Archival Studies (CARST), Records & Information Management 
(CRIM), School Librarianship (CSLIB), & Master of Arts (MA)

http://www.informationr.net/ir/232/paper789.html#author
https://doi.org/10.1002/pra2.2018.14505501137
https://doi.org/10.1002/pra2.2018.14505501137
https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=3201064
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8478976/authors#authors
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8478976/authors#authors


Over the past year, several SLIS students presented their research at regional, national and international conferences. 
Students are eligible to apply for SLIS and graduate school travel grants to present at conferences, and many have 
received funding in the past three years. The following students made presentations during 2018:  

David Johnson, “The History of Olean, New York, and the Creation of the Olean Historical and Preservation Society 
Digital Archive,” Poster Presentation, Society of American Archivists, Washington, D.C., 2018.
Marisol Moreno Ortiz, “The Diverse Workforce.” Internet Librarian International (ILI) Conference, London, 2018.
Andrew Mullins, “LGBTQ Archives in New Orleans,” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Andrew Mullins, “Supporting Scientific Research in Louisiana Historical Archives,” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript 
Association, 2018.
Catherine Sampson, “Preservation of Glass Plate Negatives.” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Benjamin Schexnayder, “The Recovering of Illegible Antiquity Manuscripts: Palimpsests and Charred Scrolls.” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Erin Voisin, “Archives and Outreach: Nurturing Community Engagement through Shared Perspectives.” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Natalie Worsham, “To Scan or Not to Scan: Digitization in the Archives.” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 
2018.

S U P P O R T I N G  S T U D E N T  T R A V E L

To support student travel, please go 
to http://www.lsufoundation.org/
givetohse. Once you’ve entered a 
donation amount, click to choose a 
fund and select the SLIS Development 
Fund. Please enter “Student Travel” 
in the gift comments box. 

Thank you.

STUDENT NEWS 

DR. ED BENOIT HONORED AS 2019 COLLEGE 
ADVOCATE FOR DIVERSITY
Dr. Benoit is the founder and director of the Virtual Footlocker Project, which 
focuses on developing systems and methods to assist veterans with personal 
digital archiving. In 2018, Dr. Benoit spearheaded the development of a new 
incentive program recognizing graduating veterans and service members with 
a unique Challenge Coin. The coin recognizes the importance of veterans within 
our college. As former chair of the CHSE Diversity Committee, he has coordinated 
Safe Space training, assisted with the creation of CHSE’s new strategic plan, 
implemented a new diversity checkbox within Faculty360, and conducted an 
analysis of current recruitment and retention statistics for the college. In 2017, he 
received a Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Information Studies 
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and a TAF Undergraduate Teaching 
Award from LSU in 2018.

As noted in one of his support letters, “Ed has answered difficult questions, 
managed complex processes, and assisted in developing greatly needed 
processes and procedures that allow us to better understand CHSE’s strengths 
and challenges as they relate to meeting the needs of the increasingly diverse 
CHSE constituency.”

DR. BRENTON STEWART RECEIVES NSF GRANT
Dr. Brenton Stewart was awarded a grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF), Division of 
Computer and Network Systems. As the recipient and lead investigator on the study, Dr. Stewart 
will receive $298,286 as a fund that will shape the exploration further and ultimately finalize 
his research. The project team will enable minority-serving institutions to address the deficit 
that exists around diverse engagement, leveraging cloud ecosystems in their research in two 
important interconnected arenas and encompassing exposure, training, and engagement in this 
domain. This project is a partnership between the LSU-SLIS and the Arkansas Department of 
Higher Education.

The Cloud Ecosystem in the Box (CEB) project will develop collaborative communities. Initially 
composed of minority serving institutions, the project will generate conceptual and methodological 
innovations in cloud computing research by leveraging NSF funded cloud and industry ecosystems. 
CEB, will also create a much-needed means of enabling and fostering innovative change within 
cloud computing training, sharing knowledge and resources as innovation takes place, enabling 
heightened outreach to diverse communities to build a healthy pipeline for students aspiring to 
enter the computing profession, and strengthening the ability to evaluate new research strategies 
leveraging these resources. The community will initially comprise faculty from minority-oriented 
institutions and will allow them to collectively overcome resource barriers and engage with peers 
in a community of practice.

DR. SEUNGWON YANG COMBATS TRAFFIC & CRIME 
LSU researchers, including SLIS assistant professor Seungwon Yang as senior investigator, 
are working with Baton Rouge Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome and City-Parish 
department heads to apply technology, applied research and computing-based methods 
to help address public issues such as traffic, crime and blight. The university and municipal 
partnership have received support from the National Science Foundation.

The project is led by Seung-Jong Jay Park, associate director for cyberinfrastructure at the 
LSU Center for Computation & Technology. Park is working with a multi-disciplinary team 
of LSU researchers as well as city-parish officials representing various departments and 
agencies. Together, this team will share access to key datasets, identify tangible problems, 
inventory service-related challenges and explore the development and deployment of 
technology-related solutions.

The National Science Foundation awarded the LSU research team the $99,932 planning grant 
through its Smart and Connected Communities Program. The project funded by this grant 
is titled “SCC-Planning: Promoting Smart Technologies in Public Safety and Transportation 
to Improve Social and Economic Outcomes in a U.S. EDA-Designated Critical Manufacturing 
Region.” You can find more about this project at http://smartcity.lsu.edu/. 

SLIS FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
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 sTudenT news
The ALA and SAA student chapters created a virtual tour of SLIS and LSU, hosted by Natalie Worsham. The tour is 
currently available on the SLIS Facebook page. Additionally, the student organization hosted LSU Librarians Sarah 
Simms and Hayley Johnson, for a special presentation on their creation of the digital collection, “Through an Extended 
Lens: Louisiana, Internment and the Geography of Chance” (https://www.extendedlens.org/). The collection utilizes 
primary and secondary documents to tell the story of Japanese internment in Louisiana. Johnson and Simms spoke on 
the spark that began their project as well as its progression – both highs and lows. Additionally, they shared information 
on research funding opportunities. The presentation was livestreamed and recorded for those who could not attend. 
Simms and Johnson were invited to speak at this year’s TEDxLSU event on March 23.

Publications
Robert W. Adams, “Pop-Up Architecture Libraries,” Art Libraries Society of North America Architecture Section, 2018, 
http://archsec.arlisna.org/?p=478.
Amy Corder, “Library Outreach Student Award Recap,” National Network of Libraries of Medicine, 2018, https://news.
nnlm.gov/scr/library-outreach-student-award-recap-amy-corder/. 
Benjamin Schexnayder, “The Recovering of Ancient Manuscripts,” LAMA Newsletter, Fall/Winter 2018, 10-12.

Awards
Jospeh Azizi, MARAC Graduate Student Scholarship, Spring 2019.
Kimba M Azore received the JCLC 2018 student scholarship to attend the 2018 Joint Conference of Librarians of Color 
in Albuquerque http://www.jclcinc.org/jclc-2018/. 
Brittany Broz, ALA Student to Staff, ALA Annual Conference, New Orleans, 2018.
Brittany Broz, Louisiana Library Association Trustees Section Award, 2018.
Amy Corder, National Network of Libraries of Medicine Student Outreach Award, 2018.
C. Nellie Nelson, CHSE Dr. Von Brock Memorial Scholarship, 2018.
Althea Topek, Code4Lib Annual Conference Travel Scholarship, 2019, https://2019.code4lib.org/general-info/
scholarships.

Other
Kimba M Azore serves on the ALSC Library Service to Underserved Children and Their Caregivers committee 
Natalie Worsham Intern for Archival History News https://archivalhistory.news/meet-the-editors-and-staff/
Anna Leinweber podcast: https://archives.consortiumlibrary.org/2018/08/30/archiving-ak-episode-5-anna-the-intern-
interviews-us/

Undergraduate Minor in
Digital Studies

Launching Fall 2019

The Undergraduate Minor  in  Dig i ta l  Studies wi l l  equip graduates wi th  the knowledge needed 
to  engage in  21s t  century  d ig i ta l  in format ion env i ronments  and in format iona l  arch i tectures .

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The minor in Digital Studies will benefit students in any major who wish to broaden their perspectives on the 
rapidly changing information environment and develop skills in information analysis and management. This minor 
provides marketable employment potential by providing tangible skills in database design, web analytics, and 
information organization and representation on the web. 

The program is 100% online and may be completed full-time or part-time.

  THREE REQUIRED COURSES: 

• LIS 2000 Information & Society
• LIS 2003 Information & Internet Environments
• LIS 3510 Foundations of Digital Information Organization 

ELECTIVE COURSES:  

• LIS 4511 Information Architecture
• LIS 4513 Information Techniques for Social Media
• LIS 4900 Special Topics in Library and Information Science

For more information, contact Dr. Carol Barry (carolbarry@lsu.edu)

Barbara Biggs’ first profession was teaching high school chemistry, which she did 
for twelve years.  Following her move to Baton Rouge, she explored other job 
opportunities.  After receiving an MLIS degree from LSU, she began her second 
career in special libraries.

Biggs was first employed in Information Services at LSU’s Chemistry Library, which 
she supervised for two years following her graduation from SLIS.  Information was 
retrieved for professors and students from hard-copy Chemical Abstracts and by 
searching commercial databases using dial-up modems.  She was next hired as 
Librarian for the Exxon Research and Development Laboratories (ERDL).  Over 
the course of her career there, she also was given the responsibility of managing 
their Records Center, the repository for proprietary reports and correspondence.  
Before retiring from ERDL, Biggs was a part of the changing of libraries from paper-
based information and card catalogs to libraries using modern technology and 
electronically accessible information.

Biggs views the impact of our college not as a consequence of one big effect, 
but as the cumulative result of many little influences making a large difference in 
our world.
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Casey Davis Kaufman is Associate Director for the WGBH Media Library and 
Archives and Project Manager for the American Archive of Public Broadcasting 
(AAPB), a collaboration between the Library of Congress and WGBH. Three days 
after graduation, she moved to Boston for a summer internship at the State Library 
of Massachusetts.  This internship led to her career at WGBH.
 
In her role, Kaufman supervises web and systems development, digitization 
projects, crowdsourcing initiatives, outreach, access, rights management, 
collection development, and station preservation fundraising. She has managed 
multiple large scale digitization projects, including an initial 40,000 digitized media 
contributed by over 100 public media organizations across the country, as well 
as iconic collections such as PBS NewsHour and the Peabody Awards Collection 
-- unique programming that previously hadn’t been seen or heard in decades. 
She currently serves as Project Director for the PBCore Development and Training 
Project, Project Manager for the WGBH Media Library and Archives Digital 
Infrastructure Project, and Project Manager for the American Archive of Public 
Broadcasting Capacity Building Project. 

She was also Project Director of the Public Broadcasting Preservation Fellowship, 
Project Manager of the “Improving Access to Time-Based Media through 

Crowdsourcing and Machine Learning” Project, and Project Manager of the AAPB National Digital Stewardship 
Residency. Her work has given her the opportunity to learn from and collaborate with esteemed historians, digital 
humanists, educators, engineers, technologists, computational linguists, and lawyers. She has also worked for the 
PBS history documentary series “American Experience” and consulted as Archivist for the climate change action 
campaign DearTomorrow.
 
Casey serves on the Board of Directors for the Association of Moving Image Archivists and on the Editorial Advisory 
Board for Library Juice Press. In her free time, she digitizes home movies and records oral histories for communities and 
individuals. Time away from her home state of Mississippi has given her a greater appreciation of her roots, and she 
wanted to give back to the community.  She was recently afforded the opportunity to work with volunteers in her 
hometown to record 16 oral history interviews for the Lawrence County Regional History Museum, preserving the voices 
and stories of citizens of the county for future generations.
 
Casey graduated with a Master in Library & Information Science in 2012.  She remembers her time at LSU as among the 
most formative and transformative two years of her life.  She is forever grateful to Dr. Elizabeth Dow for pushing her to 
do things she never dreamed possible.

2019 AlumnA oF The YeAr: CAseY dAvis KAuFmAn

On May 23, 2018, we said goodbye to an amazing author, teacher, and friend. Richard 
Wayne Peck, award-winning author and former adjunct professor at LSU, died at his 
home in New York City on May 23 at the age of 84 of kidney failure.

Mr. Peck had a special and enduring friendship with Dr. Patsy Perritt and the entire 
School. He was the first guest author at the Author/Illustrator Program sponsored by 
the Baton Rouge Public Library System and the LSU School of Library & Information 
Science in 1977. From that time, he returned to Louisiana to do research for his books, 
give guest lectures at LSU, and speak in schools and libraries. In 1996 he was appointed 
Adjunct Professor in the LSU School of Library & Information Science where he co-
taught courses until 2010, including three Academic Programs Abroad. 

Born 5 April 1934 in Decatur, Illinois, Richard graduated from DePauw University, Indiana with B.A. in English literature 
in 1956. He served as a chaplain’s assistant in the U.S. Army in Stuttgart, Germany from 1956-1958, before returning 
to school to earn an MA in English from Southern Illinois University in 1959. He taught English at Glenbrook North High 
School in Northbrook, Ill., and to junior high school students at Hunter College Campus Schools in Manhattan for 10 
years before becoming a full-time writer. He published 41 novels for children, young adults and adults in the next 41 
years, in addition to poetry and short stories, as well as numerous professional articles supporting teachers, librarians 
and readers. 

Five of his novels were made into television movies, including “Don’t Look and It Won’t Hurt”as “Gas Food Lodging,”in 
1992, “Are You in the House Alone?” in 1978, “Father Figure” in 1980, and “The Ghost Belonged to Me” three times, 
twice as episodes of television series, and once as the movie “Child of Glass” in 1978.

He was the winner of the American Library Association’s Margaret A. Edwards Award for “significant and lasting 
contributions to young adult literature” in 1990, the National Council of Teachers of English/ALAN Award (1990), the 
Mystery Writers of America Edgar Allan Poe Award in 1977 for “Are You in the House Alone?”, and the Newbery 
Medal in 2001 for “A Year Down Yonder,” the sequel to his 1999 Newbery Honor book, “A Long Way From Chicago.” 
His “The River Between Us” won the 2004 Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction.  He was twice a National Book 
Award finalist, in 1998 for “A Long Way From Chicago,” and in 2003 for “The River Between Us.”

In 2002, he became the first young adult author to be awarded a National Humanities Medal, presented by President 
George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush. He was honored with the University of Southern Mississippi Medallion for 
“outstanding contributions in the field of children’s literature” and numerous state and regional awards. He received 
two honorary doctorates, the last conferred by Southern Illinois University on May 12, 2018. His final professional 
speech was given at the 2017 Louisiana Book Festival. 

Upon learning of his death, alumni reached out to the School with their memories and comments. They described 
his books and his classes as amazing, incredible, and riveting. They described Mr. Peck as their hero, and many 
stated that it had been an honor to spend time with him. But the following anecdote from a graduate may best 
capture the Richard Peck that so many of us knew and loved:

“I was attending the ALA Conference 2011 in New Orleans. I was in the elevator when this tall nice man entered 
wearing a pink shirt. He smiled at me. I immediately liked him. I told him there was complimentary coffee on the 
second floor. He smiled and said, “Oh thank you that sounds good.” We both smiled and said, “Have a good day.” 
Later that day, I went to the area where he was exhibiting.  I stood in line because I wanted to buy his newest book 
at the time, “Three Quarters Dead” and have it autographed. I had heard him speak about it before it came out 
during an LSU class. There were many people in line. All of a sudden I hear, “My friend, thank you so much for the 
coffee.”  He hugged me. It was Richard Peck! I had no idea the man in the elevator was author Richard Peck! I 
tried not to look shocked. Everyone looked at me in awe. He took my hand and led me to the front of the line. He 
picked up one of his books and said, “I want to give you a book to thank you for your kindness.”  He autographed 
it and we took a picture together.  What a treasured memory of a wonderful man!”

A memorial service is being held during the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival at the University Southern Mississippi, 
Wednesday April 3, 11:30 am.

SLISters: We are working on a longer feature story about Richard and his impact at LSU. Please help us by sharing 
your Richard story. Did you have a class with him? Work with him? Receive the Richard Peck scholarship? Send 
stories with your name/current position to carolbarry@lsu.edu and thanks in advance for your time and help.

Remembering
Richard Peck 

1934 - 2018

The Louisiana Library Association will honor Professor Emerita  Alma Dawson with the Essae M. 
Culver Distinguished Service Award at their annual conference in Baton Rouge March 13-15. 
The Culver Award honors a librarian whose professional service and achievements, leadership 
in Louisiana association work, and lifetime accomplishments in a field of librarianship within the 
state merit recognition of particular value to Louisiana librarianship. Dr. Dawson  retired from 
SLIS in 2014 and was awarded Emeritus status in 2015. Congratulations, Dr. Dawson! 

 
DR. ALMA DAWSON RECEIVES CULVER AWARD
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 sTudenT news
The ALA and SAA student chapters created a virtual tour of SLIS and LSU, hosted by Natalie Worsham. The tour is 
currently available on the SLIS Facebook page. Additionally, the student organization hosted LSU Librarians Sarah 
Simms and Hayley Johnson, for a special presentation on their creation of the digital collection, “Through an Extended 
Lens: Louisiana, Internment and the Geography of Chance” (https://www.extendedlens.org/). The collection utilizes 
primary and secondary documents to tell the story of Japanese internment in Louisiana. Johnson and Simms spoke on 
the spark that began their project as well as its progression – both highs and lows. Additionally, they shared information 
on research funding opportunities. The presentation was livestreamed and recorded for those who could not attend. 
Simms and Johnson were invited to speak at this year’s TEDxLSU event on March 23.

Publications
Robert W. Adams, “Pop-Up Architecture Libraries,” Art Libraries Society of North America Architecture Section, 2018, 
http://archsec.arlisna.org/?p=478.
Amy Corder, “Library Outreach Student Award Recap,” National Network of Libraries of Medicine, 2018, https://news.
nnlm.gov/scr/library-outreach-student-award-recap-amy-corder/. 
Benjamin Schexnayder, “The Recovering of Ancient Manuscripts,” LAMA Newsletter, Fall/Winter 2018, 10-12.

Awards
Jospeh Azizi, MARAC Graduate Student Scholarship, Spring 2019.
Kimba M Azore received the JCLC 2018 student scholarship to attend the 2018 Joint Conference of Librarians of Color 
in Albuquerque http://www.jclcinc.org/jclc-2018/. 
Brittany Broz, ALA Student to Staff, ALA Annual Conference, New Orleans, 2018.
Brittany Broz, Louisiana Library Association Trustees Section Award, 2018.
Amy Corder, National Network of Libraries of Medicine Student Outreach Award, 2018.
C. Nellie Nelson, CHSE Dr. Von Brock Memorial Scholarship, 2018.
Althea Topek, Code4Lib Annual Conference Travel Scholarship, 2019, https://2019.code4lib.org/general-info/
scholarships.

Other
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interviews-us/
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their Records Center, the repository for proprietary reports and correspondence.  
Before retiring from ERDL, Biggs was a part of the changing of libraries from paper-
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Biggs views the impact of our college not as a consequence of one big effect, 
but as the cumulative result of many little influences making a large difference in 
our world.
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Over the past year, several SLIS students presented their research at regional, national and international conferences. 
Students are eligible to apply for SLIS and graduate school travel grants to present at conferences, and many have 
received funding in the past three years. The following students made presentations during 2018:  

David Johnson, “The History of Olean, New York, and the Creation of the Olean Historical and Preservation Society 
Digital Archive,” Poster Presentation, Society of American Archivists, Washington, D.C., 2018.
Marisol Moreno Ortiz, “The Diverse Workforce.” Internet Librarian International (ILI) Conference, London, 2018.
Andrew Mullins, “LGBTQ Archives in New Orleans,” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Andrew Mullins, “Supporting Scientific Research in Louisiana Historical Archives,” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript 
Association, 2018.
Catherine Sampson, “Preservation of Glass Plate Negatives.” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Benjamin Schexnayder, “The Recovering of Illegible Antiquity Manuscripts: Palimpsests and Charred Scrolls.” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Erin Voisin, “Archives and Outreach: Nurturing Community Engagement through Shared Perspectives.” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Natalie Worsham, “To Scan or Not to Scan: Digitization in the Archives.” Louisiana Archives and Manuscript Association, 
2018.

S U P P O R T I N G  S T U D E N T  T R A V E L

To support student travel, please go 
to http://www.lsufoundation.org/
givetohse. Once you’ve entered a 
donation amount, click to choose a 
fund and select the SLIS Development 
Fund. Please enter “Student Travel” 
in the gift comments box. 

Thank you.

STUDENT NEWS 

DR. ED BENOIT HONORED AS 2019 COLLEGE 
ADVOCATE FOR DIVERSITY
Dr. Benoit is the founder and director of the Virtual Footlocker Project, which 
focuses on developing systems and methods to assist veterans with personal 
digital archiving. In 2018, Dr. Benoit spearheaded the development of a new 
incentive program recognizing graduating veterans and service members with 
a unique Challenge Coin. The coin recognizes the importance of veterans within 
our college. As former chair of the CHSE Diversity Committee, he has coordinated 
Safe Space training, assisted with the creation of CHSE’s new strategic plan, 
implemented a new diversity checkbox within Faculty360, and conducted an 
analysis of current recruitment and retention statistics for the college. In 2017, he 
received a Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Information Studies 
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and a TAF Undergraduate Teaching 
Award from LSU in 2018.

As noted in one of his support letters, “Ed has answered difficult questions, 
managed complex processes, and assisted in developing greatly needed 
processes and procedures that allow us to better understand CHSE’s strengths 
and challenges as they relate to meeting the needs of the increasingly diverse 
CHSE constituency.”

DR. BRENTON STEWART RECEIVES NSF GRANT
Dr. Brenton Stewart was awarded a grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF), Division of 
Computer and Network Systems. As the recipient and lead investigator on the study, Dr. Stewart 
will receive $298,286 as a fund that will shape the exploration further and ultimately finalize 
his research. The project team will enable minority-serving institutions to address the deficit 
that exists around diverse engagement, leveraging cloud ecosystems in their research in two 
important interconnected arenas and encompassing exposure, training, and engagement in this 
domain. This project is a partnership between the LSU-SLIS and the Arkansas Department of 
Higher Education.

The Cloud Ecosystem in the Box (CEB) project will develop collaborative communities. Initially 
composed of minority serving institutions, the project will generate conceptual and methodological 
innovations in cloud computing research by leveraging NSF funded cloud and industry ecosystems. 
CEB, will also create a much-needed means of enabling and fostering innovative change within 
cloud computing training, sharing knowledge and resources as innovation takes place, enabling 
heightened outreach to diverse communities to build a healthy pipeline for students aspiring to 
enter the computing profession, and strengthening the ability to evaluate new research strategies 
leveraging these resources. The community will initially comprise faculty from minority-oriented 
institutions and will allow them to collectively overcome resource barriers and engage with peers 
in a community of practice.

DR. SEUNGWON YANG COMBATS TRAFFIC & CRIME 
LSU researchers, including SLIS assistant professor Seungwon Yang as senior investigator, 
are working with Baton Rouge Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome and City-Parish 
department heads to apply technology, applied research and computing-based methods 
to help address public issues such as traffic, crime and blight. The university and municipal 
partnership have received support from the National Science Foundation.

The project is led by Seung-Jong Jay Park, associate director for cyberinfrastructure at the 
LSU Center for Computation & Technology. Park is working with a multi-disciplinary team 
of LSU researchers as well as city-parish officials representing various departments and 
agencies. Together, this team will share access to key datasets, identify tangible problems, 
inventory service-related challenges and explore the development and deployment of 
technology-related solutions.

The National Science Foundation awarded the LSU research team the $99,932 planning grant 
through its Smart and Connected Communities Program. The project funded by this grant 
is titled “SCC-Planning: Promoting Smart Technologies in Public Safety and Transportation 
to Improve Social and Economic Outcomes in a U.S. EDA-Designated Critical Manufacturing 
Region.” You can find more about this project at http://smartcity.lsu.edu/. 
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Graduate Certificates
Archival Studies
Amy Catania

School Librarianship
Catherine Brantley
Rebecca Gerdes
Kristy Gilpin
Jacqueline Harsch
Jacob Hughes
Margaret Hughes

Master of Library & 
Information Science 

Sara Alary
Renee Arledge
Samuel Ayers (MA)
Kimba Azore
Charlene Barrett
Laini Blanchard
Anna Braud
Eric Broussard (MA)
Brooke Brown
Daremy Butler (CRIM)
Kayla Caffarel
Kristen Candiloro
Christopher Carter
Keva Carter

Skye Cornelia
Megan Crozat
Nicollette Davis
Bernard De Santis, III
Calie Dison
Lawren Dodson
Danielle Dozar
Crystal Bourgeois DuCarpe
Jodi Duet
Amy Duplessis
Jennifer Fleming
Calissa Folse (CARST)
Lindsay Glasner
Hilary Gunnels
Haley Hampton
Elizabeth Hendershott
Deborah Jack
Sarah Jackson
Ellen John (CSLIB)
Amanda Johnson
Adrian Johnson
Dora Jordan
Meghan Jordan
Lyndey Kelly
Anna Leinweber
Amber Lewis (CARST)
Constance Milton (CARST)
Virginia Mitts

Amy Moran (CARST)
Osaria Mouton
Andrew Mullins
Michael Perriatt
Maria Piacun
Aimee Pittman
A. Mackenzie Roberts
Kristina Rodriguez
Darcy Rohwer
Saskja Schemm
Adrienne Shields (CRIM)
Brittany Silva (CRIM)
Emily Smith
Courtney Stein
Brandi Stevens
Ariel Stewart
Tara Sylvester
Nicole Viator (CARST)
Elizabeth Walcavich
Stacy Wren
Kristina Zarek

CONGRATULATIONS TO   OUR   SLIS GRADUATES!

CLASS OF 2018FACulTY  news
Publications
Benoit, E., III. (2018). Moving image user-generated description: A matter of time. International Association of Sound 
and Audiovisual Archives Journal, 49 (1), 60-72.

Benoit, E., III. & Munson, A. (2018). Proceed with caution: Deepening concerns about social tagging within digital col-
lections, 2010-2016. portal: Libraries and the Academy, 18 (4), 759-779.

Benoit, E., III. (2018). #MPLP part 2: Replacing item-level metadata with social tags. American Archivist, 81 (1), 38-64.

Chen, W., Chen, J., Erdmann, C., Owens, T., Jin, T., & Phillips, M. (2018). Can research librarians make contributions to 
decision-making as intelligence analysts? The Prospects and challenges. Proceedings of the 18th ACM/IEEE on Joint 
Conference on Digital Libraries, 317-318. DOI: 10.1145/3197026.3205365.

Ju, B. & Albertson, D. (2018).  Exploring factors influencing acceptance and use of video digital libraries. Information 
Research, 23 (2). http://www.informationr.net/ir/232/paper789.html#author 

Ju, B. & Kim, Y. (2018).  Conceptualizing research ethics on scientific data sharing: Evidence from biological sci-
entists.  Proceedings of Association for Information Science & Technology, 55 (1), 834-836. https://doi.org/10.1002/
pra2.2018.14505501137.

Shams, S., Platania, R., Kim, J., Zhang, J., Lee, K., Yang, S., & Park, S. J. (2018). A distributed semi-supervised platform for 
DNase-Seq data analytics using deep generative convolutional networks. Proceedings of the 2018 ACM International 
Conference on Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, and Health Informatics, 244-253.

Stewart, B. & Ju, B. (2018). What drives black contributions to Wikipedia? Proceedings of Association for Information 
Science & Technology, 55 (1), 902-903.

Stewart, B. & Yang, S. (2018). The spread of “fake” and “false” information during Hurricane Harvey. Proceedings of 
the 10th ACM Conference on Web Science, https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=3201064. 

Walker, J., Rock, L., Ramos, C., & Stewart, B. (2018). Developing a crisis informatics ecosystem for smart cities: Geo-
sciences and remote sensing. SoutheastCon 2018. https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8478976/
authors#authors.

Wu, Y. & Meng. F. (2018). Categorizing security for security management and information resource management. 
Journal of Strategic Security (accepted).

Yang, S., Ju, B., and Chung, H. (2018). Identifying topical coverages of curricula using topic modeling and visualiza-
tion techniques: A case of digital and data curation. International Journal of Digital Curation. 13 (2). (accepted).

Yang, L. & Wu, Y. (2018). Creating a taxonomy of earthquake disaster response and recovery for online earthquake 
information management. Knowledge Organization (accepted).

Zou, L., Lam, N. S., Shams, S., Cai, H., Meyer, M. A., Yang, S., ... & Reams, M. A. (2018). Social and geographical dispari-
ties in Twitter use during Hurricane Harvey. International Journal of Digital Earth, 1-19.

Presentations
Benoit, E., III. & Wright, T. (2018). Developing digital learning environments. Presented at the Archival Education and 
Research Institute, Tuscaloosa, AL.

Jin, T., Ward, A., & Yi, K. (2018). The key to fostering transdisciplinary research collaboration: Finding the connections. 
Presented at the 46th Annual Conference of the Canadian Association for Information Science, Regina, Saskatch-
ewan, Canada.

Ju, B. & Stewart, B. (2018).  Perceptions of information bias and inequity among Black Wikipedians. Presented at the 
European Symposium on Societal Challenges in Computational Social Science, Cologne, Germany. 

Ju, B., Yang, S., Meyer, M., & Hendricks, M. (2018).  Public libraries on Twitter: Interacting with communities in crisis. Pre-
sented at the ACM WebSci Conference 2018, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Stauffer, S. (2018). Marilla Waite Freeman: The librarian as literary muse, gatekeeper, and print culture disseminator. 
Presented at Women in Print: Production Distribution, Consumption, Winterbourne House and Garden, Edgbaston, 
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Continued from page 1

This raised the following questions: was it an efficient use of resources for faculty to teach a face-to-face course with as 
few as nine students in one semester and as many as 42 students via a hybrid or web-based course another semester? 
How could we ensure that the quality of instruction was equitable in the hybrid and web-based courses, not because 
of concerns about the delivery formats, but because the enrollments were so much greater than in the face-to-face 
classes?

After discussing this situation at length, the decision of the faculty was to only offer courses in the asynchronous web-
based delivery method. This seemed to be the only way to ensure that all students were being exposed to an equitable 
learning environment. Beginning in the fall 2016 semester, we have only offered web-based courses, with the exception 
of a few week-long face-to-face courses in the summer.

I think it’s very easy to see that this delivery format offers convenience to students. In fact, in the student survey mentioned 
above, the most frequent answer to the question “Why did you come to SLIS at LSU?” was that it is an entirely asynchronous 
online program. Students explained that this allowed them to schedule time for school around their work schedules and 
families, and that completing the degree would not have been possible in any other format.

But what about the quality of an entirely online program? Can students actually acquire the knowledge, the skills, and 
the competencies they need for successful careers in an entirely online environment? The answer seems to be yes.

First, let me explain that an “online” class does not just consist of printed materials such as class lecture notes and journal 
articles. Today’s classes are a wonderful synthesis of print, images, video, and audio... anything that gets the message 
across. In fact, SLIS has created its own recording studio to ensure the quality of our classes. Additionally, the online 
discussion forums allow students to interact with each other in ways they did not before, and faculty report more in-depth 
discussions with students drawing from and sharing their own experiences.

But the proof of this pudding is, once again, in what our students have to say. Although their decision to attend SLIS 
may have been based on convenience, the most frequent answers to the question “Would you recommend SLIS and 
why?” were the quality of the classes, the faculty, and the program as a whole. Comments from students included: I 
have several degrees coming into this program and honestly feel I have learned more and had better instruction than 
in any of the others. Classes are highly educational. A very good program with lots of practical knowledge and skill 
building. It prepared me for my future career as a librarian. These courses have taught me things I can use every day 
in my public library.

And I will also note that feedback from employers and from supervisors of internships is overwhelmingly positive, indicating 
that our graduates are well-prepared for their roles.

I hope this discussion can allay the concerns that I know many of us have had about an entirely online program. And, yes, 
I count myself in that group. I had to be dragged into the online teaching environment kicking and screaming. Nothing 
could possibly replace the interaction of the classroom. But having now taught online classes for almost a decade, I am 
a convert. I truly believe that students are benefitting more from a flexible, multimedia, interactive environment than 
from listening to me talk for three hours. Such is life.

Last, but most certainly not least, let me take a moment to praise our current students. As you will see in this issue, our 
students are heavily engaged in their professions already. In the past few years, students have presented at a variety 
of regional, national and international conferences, published in peer-reviewed and practitioner journals, created 
podcast episodes, and won numerous awards and fellowships. Our class of 2018 included seventy graduates with 
eleven students receiving multiple degrees, and we saw our first graduates from the Graduate Certificate in Archival 
Studies program. We are continuing to develop our undergraduate program and will graduate our first minors in library 
science this semester. I look forward to seeing our undergraduate presence grow with the forthcoming launch of our 
minor in digital studies next fall.

So, that’s the news from SLIS. I hope everyone has a lovely spring and summer. And drop me an email, y’all; we love to 
hear from you.

Stauffer, S. (2018). The public library as frontier: Shifting borders, permeable boundaries. Presented at the Southwest P/
ACA Annual Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

Stewart, B. (2018). Southern agricultural literature: A practical literacy for the american south. Presented at the Soci-
ety for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing (SHARP) Annual Conference, University of Western Sydney, 
Sydney, Australia.

Stewart B, & Ju, B. (2018). What drives black contributions to Wikipedia? Presented at the Annual Meeting of Associa-
tion for Information Science and Technology Vancouver, BC, Canada.

Stewart, B., & Davis Kendrick, K. (2018). The academic library as place: Perceptions of welcomeness among black col-
lege students. Presented at the American Association of Geographers, New Orleans, LA.

Stewart, B., Ju, B., & Kendrick, K. (2018). On perceptions of welcomeness in academic libraries: A black perspective. 
Presented at the ALISE Works in Progress (WIP) Poster Showcase, Westminster, CO.

Wu, Y. (2018). Exploring research data management from a data user’s perspective: A case study of two data reposi-
tories. Presented at the 20th International Conference on Asia-Pacific Digital Libraries, Hamilton, New Zealand.

Wu, Y. & Meng, F. (2018). Building a comprehensive taxonomy of security through facet analysis and facet nesting. 
Presented at the 10th Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries International Conference, Chania, Crete, 
Greece.

Wu, Y. & Yang, L. (2018). Characterization of a semantic relations taxonomy in biomedical science. Presented at the 
14th International Conference on Knowledge Management, Vancouver, Canada.

Yang, S. & Ju, B. (2018).  Configuring the scope of digital/data curation in LIS education. Presented at the ALISE An-
nual Conference, Denver, CO.

Grants
Stewart, B. & Walker, J. (2018). EAGER cloud-ecosystem in box (CEB). National Science Foundation, $298,286. Award 
number 1842679. Funded.

Park, S.-J., Wilmot, C., Lee, K., Rhodes, J., Ramanujam, J., & Guin, C. (2018). SCC-Planning: Promoting smart technolo-
gies in public safety and transportation to improve social and economic outcomes in a US EDA-Designated critical 
manufacturing region. National Science Foundation, $99,932. Award number 1737557. Funded. (Seungwon Yang as 
senior investigator).

Awards
Stewart, B. Russell B. Long Professorship, 2017-2018. 

Benoit, E., III. Russell B. Long Professorship, 2018-2019. 

Benoit, E., III. TAF Undergraduate Teaching Award, Louisiana State University, 2018.

Benoit, E., III. Advocate for Diversity Award, College of Human Sciences & Education, Louisiana State University, 2019.

Other
Benoit, E., III. (2018). Missing tapes and deleted tweets: The Presidential Records Act & democracy. Presentation for 
the Presidential Symposium Behind the Ballot: Examining the Influences and Trends Driving Modern Elections at Louisi-
ana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. (Invited Speaker)

Benoit, E., III. Archival Educators Section Chair, Society of American Archivists, 2017-2018.

Stuaffer, S. Appointed Area Chair of Libraries, Archives, Museums, and Digital Humanities for the Southwest Popular/
American Culture Association 

Stuaffer, S. Doctoral External Examiner Christina Neigel, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University

Stuaffer, S. Reviewed and provided suggestions on new material for 3rd ed. of Lerner, Fred. The Story of Libraries: From 
the Invention of Writing to the Computer Age, 2nd ed. at request of publisher, Bloomsbury Academic.

Stuaffer, S. CxC Summer Institute.       SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
Follow us on Twitter @LSUSLIS
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Several of our Alumni received honors and reached milestones. Megan Bell (MLIS, 2015) was selected as a 2018 Institute 
for Research Design in Librarianship (IRDL) Scholar. IRDL trains academic librarians to conduct methodologically sound 
research and provides a network for future collaborations.  Her research explores using the flipped classroom model and 
active learning as tools for citation management software instruction.  Zack Blanchard (MLIS, 1998) is Louisiana Tech 
Alumni Association’s 2018 College of Liberal Arts Alumnus of the Year. Two alumna, Kacy Helwick (MLIS, 2014) (YALSA) 
and Rachel Murdock (MLIS, 2016) (LITA) were selected as 2019 ALA Emerging Leaders. This leadership development 
program “enables newer library workers from across the country to participate in problem-solving work groups, network 
with peers, gain an inside look into ALA structure, and have an opportunity to sere the profession in a leadership 
capacity.” 

Brenda and Joe Crotts retired after a combined 92 years of library service. They met in the LSU Library and married 
in 1973. Brenda Crotts (MSLS, 71) retired on January 30, 2018, after 41 years with the Butte County, California public 
library. She ended her career with managing the Chico branch. Her career began in the science division of the LSU 
Library from 1971 to 1974. Joe Crotts (MLS, 73) retired on January 30, 2018, after over 43 years with the Meriam Library 
of California State University, Chico. His career began as a library trainee in the government documents and chemistry 
divisions of the LSU library in 1973, followed by managing the library of the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola until 
near the end of 1974. In addition to serving in the library, he served as an officer on the university’s academic senate 
(including chair), executive committee, and university budget committee from 1990 to 2018. 

Presentations
Miriam Childs, (MLIS, 2014), “…And Justice for All: Three States and Three Approaches to Access to Justice,” American 
Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting, Baltimore, 2018.
Kacy Helwick (MLIS, 2014), “Unconventional Outreach: Going Where the People Are,” Louisiana Libraries Association, 
2018.
Jude Morrissey (MLIS, 2012), “Seeing the ‘Student’ in ‘Student Worker’: Utilizing the LMS for Student Worker Training & 
Management” Appalachian College Association Professional Development Day, 2018
Michele Riggs (MLIS, 2004), “The Great Divide: Research Before, During, and After the Information Age,” Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Zach Tompkins (MLIS, 2013), “Store digital content for the long term,” Deep South Digital Preservation Workshop, 
Lafayette, 2018.
Zach Tompkins (MLIS, 2013), “Missing Tapes and Deleted Tweets: The Presidential Records Act & Democracy.” 
Presentation for the Presidential Symposium Behind the Ballot: Examining the Influences and Trends Driving Modern 
Elections at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA, 2018.
Emily Ward (MLIS, 2014), “Archiving the Web@EBRPL: Building a Community History Web Archive,” Louisiana Archives 
and Manuscript Association, 2018.
Cheylon Woods (MLIS, 2015), “Protect content from everyday threats and emergency contingencies,” Deep South 
Digital Preservation Workshop, Lafayette, 2018.
Janet Woolman, (MLIS, 2002), “Building a Sustainable Tech Community in the Panhandle,” ITEN Wired Conference, 2018, 
https://www.itenwired.com/2017-presentations/Ebe_Randeree_2017.pdf.
Catherine Word (MLIS, 2014), “Building Strong Relationships in the School Library,” ALA National Conference, New 
Orleans, 2018.

Publications
Edward Benoit, III and Amanda Munson (MLIS, 2017). “Proceed with Caution: Deepening Concerns about Social Tagging 
within Digital Collections, 2010-2016,” portal: Libraries and the Academy 18, no. 4 (2018): 759-779.
Amy Catania (CARST, 2018), “Re-conceptualizing Oral Culture Collections and Archival Practices,” Provenance 35, no. 
2 (2018): 45-70.
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), Immigration and Asylum: Striving for Recognition, in Sexual Orientation, Gender Identities, 
and the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), Military Employment: Navigating the Repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, in Sexual Orientation, 
Gender Identities, and the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), “Distinct Topics in Public Sector Employment,” in Sexual Orientation, Gender Identities, and 
the Law: A Research Bibliography (2d ed., William H. Hein 2018).
Janet Kearney (MLIS, 2016), “Review of Christopher T. Marsden, Network Neutrality: From Policy to Law to Regulation,” 
110 Law Libr. J. 277 (2018).
Melissa Mallon, (MLIS, 2007), The Pivotal Role of Academic Librarians in Digital Learning (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 
2018).
Jude Morrissey (MLIS, 2012) and Lindsay Kenderes, “Building Bridges with No Trolls: The Practical Ethics of Open Access 
Institutional Repositories and Digital Archives.” In Applying Library Values to Emerging Technology: Decision-Making in the 
Age of Open Access, Maker Spaces, and the Ever-Changing Library (pp. 285-303). (ACRL Publications in Librarianship, 
no. 72). Chicago: ACRL, 2018.
Janet Woolman (MLIS, 2002), Pensacola Cyber Coast: Live Coastal. Work Cyber. A Cybersecurity Strategic Plan 
Report. FloridaWest Economic Development Alliance and Pensacola Cybersecurity Community. 2018. https://www.
floridawesteda.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Cyber-Plan-Smmary-PDF.pdf.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
As I sit to write this, the re-accreditation team from ALA has just left campus, and I am 
overflowing with pride in our students, alumni, faculty and staff. This past year, we’ve 
asked for your help on numerous occasions, and you have all come through. We had 
an overwhelming response to both our alumni and student surveys with over 300 alumni 
and nearly 100 students providing us with feedback. Thanks to you all!

I would like to take some time here to discuss our recent move to delivering our degree 
programs entirely online. As I’m sure you know, SLIS offers the only accredited MLIS 
program in the state of Louisiana. In order to serve all students in the state, distance 
education opportunities have always been a priority. Prior to the 1990s, faculty would 
drive to locations around the state to offer courses. (I remember one lovely semester 
in which I was driving to New Orleans every Thursday night to teach Abstracting and 
Indexing. Anyone reading this who took that course will remember that my mother came 
to every class; yes, my mother. She didn’t want me driving home alone after dark.)

In the mid-1990s, the Louisiana Board of Regents supported the creation of the infrastructure to support compressed 
video courses. Faculty teaching in classrooms on the LSU campus were connected via audio and video to students 
in classrooms located around the state. Unfortunately, necessary updates and repairs to the infrastructure were not 
supported, and we stopped offering classes via this method in 2013. (I’m sure those of you who took compressed video 
courses remember the following: “New Orleans? Are you there New Orleans? OK, we lost New Orleans.”)

We started using alternatives to the failing compressed video system in 2012. We offered hybrid classes in which 
local students were physically located in the classroom and distance students were connected via Adobe Connect. 
Unfortunately, Internet connectivity in Louisiana was an issue, especially in rural areas. Many students relied on their local 
libraries to connect to classes, but encountered issues in signing up for computer use for the three-hour class period. 
There were also many instances of connection interruptions, during which students lost access to the class.

We were also offering classes that were entirely web-based, using first the Blackboard and then the Moodle course 
management platforms. Most of these courses were asynchronous, eliminating the issue of students needing to find 
computers and Internet connections for a three-hour class period. 

So, during the 2012/13 through 2014/15 academic years, we were offering classes using three delivery methods: face-
to-face, hybrid face-to-face/Adobe connect, and entirely web-based. We were alternating the delivery methods of 
classes so that students had the option to take each class face-to-face in the classroom, or to take classes connected 
via Adobe Connect or connected via the web. Giving students these options was the ideal situation. However, we soon 
encountered an environment in which enrollment in the face-to-face classes rapidly decreased.

The evidence of this trend can be seen in enrollment in core courses during this period of time. Core courses are offered 
every fall and spring semester. Each academic year, every core course was offered as a face-to-face course during 
one semester and as either a hybrid or web-based course the other semester. In the 2012/13 academic year, 45% of 
students enrolled in face-to-face classes and 55% of students enrolled in classes in which they participated via Adobe 
Connect or via the web. In 2013/14, these numbers were 33% and 67%; in 2014/15, these numbers were 18% and 82%.
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