
Opportunity for you

Hello School of Education Teacher Candidate:
LSU SOE Teacher Candidates are eligible to become part of an innovative new certification model program 
that is being supported by the Louisiana Department of Education.  Essentially, it is a four-year dual 
certification (elementary and special education mild-moderate disabilities) program in which you will 
complete LSU course work and an innovative year-long teacher residency that differs from the more 
traditional spring semester student teaching experience.  The model promises extensive, relevant, and 
supported field-based experiences in schools throughout your junior and senior years in an effort to better 
prepare you to be a competent and confident teacher of elementary grades children, both with and without 
verified disabilities.

Qualified candidates will begin this fall semester by taking a series of courses emphasizing special 
education content before taking the literacy and math/science block of courses in subsequent semesters.  
Field-experience placements will be coordinated with and supported by LSU and public school personnel 
who promise to facilitate your understanding of effective academic and social-behavioral-emotional 
instruction and programming.  You will be paired with mentor teachers throughout the experience whose 
responsibilities will include providing you with meaningful learning opportunities and allowing you to get 
to know well students with disabilities and their families.

The LSU program will provide you with materials and resources that will help you become a better prepared 
teacher by the time your certification is complete.  The State of Louisiana has agreed to pay you a $2,000 
stipend once your program is satisfactorily completed.  The LSU School of Education and State of Louisiana 
are also supporting your mentor teachers financially for investing their time and expertise in your 
development.

Graduates of our program have generally had multiple teaching position offers awaiting them as they 
prepare to join the workforce.  We think that as we continue to improve our program that our graduates will 
be in even greater demand.  If you are interested in being part of this innovative program over the course of 
your remaining time at LSU, please contact Dr. Paul Mooney in LSU Special Education Programs  
(pmooney@lsu.edu) as soon as you are able as we are filling up quickly.  Acceptable candidates will enter 
the dual certification program in the fall semester 2017, conceivably complete their degree at the end of the 
spring semester 2019, and complete their residency during the 2018-2019 academic year.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our program.
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