Dear Potential Women's and Gender Studies Member,

Founded in 1991, Women's and Gender Studies (WGS) is an interdisciplinary unit in the College of Arts and Sciences composed of more than eighty faculty, Associates, and Affiliates representing virtually every college and school at LSU.  We offer an undergraduate major, a minor, and a graduate minor 

Let me explain our membership categories.   We have two groups with full participation and voting status:  Associates and faculty.  Associates are members who do not have faculty status in a department but who want to participate actively in program development and activities.  Faculty already have that status as full- or part-time employees in another department.  You're an appropriate candidate for WGS faculty or Associate status if you have a strong interest in women's and gender studies teaching or research, are developing such an interest, and/or want to take part in program development.  Affiliates are LSU faculty, administration, or professional staff who don't hold voting privileges but who choose to support the mission of WGS.  
LSU faculty and associates who join WGS receive many benefits, not least of which is the opportunity to meet other professionals who share our commitment to the study of women and gender, the improvement of the status of women on campus, and raising awareness of gender issues inside and outside of the classroom.  We also provide support for our faculty through peer mentoring, tenure and promotion reviews, and informal networking and fellowship.  We maintain files of syllabi, successful grant applications and book proposals, and research opportunities for faculty development.  Faculty and students are welcome to browse and borrow from our growing collection of books and videos.

We have faculty meetings three times each semester, and all decisions regarding curriculum and policies are made by members who attend 60% of these meetings in person or by proxy.  An elected seven-member Coordinating Council meets monthly to work on projects that are important to the unit.  We encourage faculty and associates to become members of standing committees (Curriculum, Undergraduate Program, Awards and Publicity, Programs, Community Connections, Faculty Development and Grants and Research),  to participate in mentoring programs, and to suggest and develop initiatives that support our mission.  

If you're interested in joining Women's and Gender Studies, send me a curriculum vitae, a letter telling us about your past and future interests in women’s and gender studies, and  the form below.  The Coordinating Council, which meets each month, will consider your application, and I will contact you soon after our meeting.  I encourage you to send me these materials as soon as possible so that I may have the pleasure of presenting your application at our next Coordinating Council meeting.


You can find out more about us elsewhere on our web site.  Please call me (4807) if you have  questions, or stop by and visit at 238 Himes Hall.  I look forward to meeting you.  

Cordially,
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Director
WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES

MEMBER INTERESTS INFORMATION

Name:










Department:

Academic Rank:  
E-mail Address:

Please describe your current and/or future interest in Women’s and Gender Studies in the chart below.

	Check here if this applies
	Area of Involvement
	Additional Information Requested

	_______

_______


	Research
I conduct scholarly inquiry that relates to WGS.

I would be interested in interdisciplinary research collaborations.
	Focus of research:

Possibility interdisciplinary interests:



	_______


	Teaching
I would be interested in teaching a WGS course. These courses are listed on the website: www.lsu.edu/wgs

	What course(s) do you have in mind?

	_______


	Coordinating Council
I would consider running for CC in the future, or serving on a standing committee.
	Which committee(s) would most interest you?

Curriculum                                    Awards & Publicity

Programs                                       Undergraduate Program

Grants & Research                        Community Connections

Faculty Development

	_______


	Other ways in which you see yourself participating.
	


I wish to become:  (All initial appointments are given with full voting privileges)
_______ Faculty Member (LSU faculty with voting privileges – must attend in person or by proxy 60% of faculty meetings to retain 

               voting privileges)

_______ Associate Member (LSU administrative or professional staff with voting privileges - must attend in person or by proxy 60%
               of faculty meetings to retain voting privileges) 
_______ Affiliate Member (LSU faculty, administration, or professional staff without voting privileges who choose to support the 

               mission of WGS)
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