October 21, 2009
Meeting #6

· Bowling at Don Carter’s after meeting

· Initiation is this Friday

· If you are a new member be there at 6:45

· If you are an officer, be there at 6:00

· If you would like to order a t-shirt contact Ashleigh Tassin

· Her email address is:  atassi4@tigers.lsu.edu

The Princeton Review:  Personal Statement Seminar
· Steps in the Application Process:
· Take the LSAT

· Register for LSDAS

· Complete applications from six or seven schools

· Write your personal statement

· Obtain 2 or 3 recommendations

· Update/create your resume

· Get your academic transcripts sent to LSDAS

· Write any necessary addenda

· Send in your seat deposit

· Do any other stuff

· Fee waiver
Law Schools will look at:  LSAT score, Undergraduate GPA, Personal Statement/Letters of Recommendation

Everyone won’t have the same experiences, the same reasons to go to Law School and the same aspirations.

Schools need to know YOU.

· Ever visit a law school…its all about community.

Personal Statement is KEY.

· Write about what you think…you’re the one going to law school.

Most law schools only want you to write about 2 pages.
· Show them the one thing that makes you different.

Keys to success:
· Find your own, unique angle

· Avoid generalities

· Good writing is easily understood

· Don’t be your only editor

· Must be grammatically correct

· Structurally sound

· Precious space, don’t waste it with verbal diarrhea

· Not the time to be funny

· Follow the rules

· STAND OUT

· Always consider your audience

How do I start?

· Outline

· Theme:  What influenced you to want to become a lawyer

· Educational Experiences

· Personal Experiences

· Professional Experiences

· World around you

· Work experience
· Work experience in college, or in real life

· Community service

· Work experience and community service in your personal statement

Where NOT to start:
· “My LSAT score isn’t great, but I’m just not a good test taker..”

· “My college grades weren’t that high, but…”

· “I have always wanted to be a lawyer..”

· “I want to become a lawyer to fight injustice.”

Include any negatives in the addendum.  

· This is why my LSAT wasn’t as good as my first one…

· The addendum

· Low LSAT score

· Stick to the facts: death, illness, stress

· Multiple LSAT Scores?

· Bad test taker – most folks are but if you really are…need the grades to prove it.

· Bad GPA

The Best Personal Statements are:  Clear, Concise, and Candid
If you have any questions, contact:

Blaine Aydell

225-767-1304

Baydel3@lsu.edu
Applications:
· What does a law school want to know about an application?

· What will you contribute to your classmates and to the law school community?

· How do you plan to use your JD?

· How have you demonstrated your ability to succeed both as a student and as a member of your community?

· How are you different from other applicants?

· Why are you qualified to attend this institution?

· What do you do outside of work or school?

DO:

· Answer the question

· Describe how your presence will contribute to the law school community

· Use a theme or main idea to organize your essay

· Make it interesting

· Tell the committee members why you’re qualified to attend their school, and provide examples to support your assertions.

· Say something about yourself that cannot be found anywhere else in your application.

· Make your essays about YOU.

DON’T:

· Talk about negatives in your essay.

· Leave room for interpretation.

· Sound arrogant.

· Offend your audience.

· Hyphenate or abbreviate.

· Write in a passive voice.

· Use “big words” to sound intelligent.

DO:

· Make a strong presentation of yourself and your qualifications.

· Develop a desire for an admissions committee to learn more about you.

· Highlight activities or experiences where you demonstrated progress, teamwork, commitment.

· List your cumulative GPA if above a 3.0.

DON’T:

· List every activity in which you have participated.

· List job titles only.  Explain your specific responsibilities.

Recommenders should comment on your:

Academic experience, analytic ability, communication skills, general character, desire and commitment, motivation, maturity, potential for success, writing ability, ethics.

· Make it easy for them by supplying them with a stamp and envelope with the address on it.

For an Interview:
· Prepare to discuss career goals and the specific school

· Support your answer to questions with specific examples

· More than likely, you will not have to go to an interview.

What admissions officers want to see:
· Ability to contribute to your classmates.

· Most important.

· Vision.

· What is going to make you a good lawyer?

· Ethics.

