LSU Council of Faculty Advisors Meeting
August 27, 2009
The meeting of the LSU Council of Faculty Advisors was called to order at 11:30 a.m. in room 112 of the Systems Building by President, Kevin Cope.  

  Members present were Tom DuBose, LSU-S; Kelly Alig, LSUHSC-NO; Kevin Cope, LSU-BR, Tammy Dugas, LSUHSC-S; James Robinson, LSU-E; Kevin Ells, LSU-A; Adrianne Vidrine, LSU AgCenter; and guest, Dr. Robert Rasmussen, LSU Systems Office.
Dr. Rasmussen reviewed agenda items that would be discussed at the Board of Supervisors meeting to be held at 1:00 p.m.  Notable items mentioned by Dr. Rasmussen included where LSU stands with enrollment, this year’s budget and the fact that no furloughs are planned, the new financing plan for the College of Business building.  He also noted that a new Chairman Elect would be selected, but it should be a smooth selection process.

The first item of business brought up by council Kevin Cope was regarding the way ORP is administered.  There has been faculty outcry throughout the state. There is an unfunded liability in TSRL through 2040, which has been reduced by taking small amounts of employer contributions.  It was noted that the Board of TSRL has only one representative from higher education.  That representative is Jerry Baudin, LSU Vice Chancellor of Finance, who has recently retired. Kevin spoke with Chancellor Martin, who will check to see if higher education can possibly get more representation on the board.  Kevin suggested a multi-prong plan to remedy this situation. 1- continue working behind the scene to gather information, 2- begin assembling statements of outrage from each campus, determine ways to recruit employees from other organizations on TSRL.  It was suggested that each campus representative find out from their HR department how many people are on ORP and how many are on TSRL Kevin will continue to release announcements on this topic.

A concern was stated about the fact that the Law School, Pennington, and UNO have not been attending the Council of Faculty Advisors meetings.

Jim Robinson brought up that there needs to be some minor revisions to PM24.  At some campuses administration consider themselves faculty and can therefore serve on or attend faculty council meetings without invitation.  After receiving input from other campus representatives Jim will formulate a short statement of changes needed.

Kevin brought up the bold reorganization plan of higher education that the Tucker Commission is considering.  Restructuring is being looked at.  Some members of the commission are pushing hard to consolidate the LSU System as one.  The “Nerves Bill” was introduced in an effort to make a seamless transition from one campus to another, including community colleges.  In other words, an effort is being made to make undergraduate education portable throughout the state.  The plan is weak for a number of reasons.  Arthur Rankin will be participating in a meeting on September 1st to further sort this out.
Intercampus outreach was brought up.  Sonjay Menon, in the past, had suggested having council forums at various campuses.  There was also a suggestion to have an intersystem task force to bring all higher ed. universities together for a practical discussion on increasing communication between systems.

Jim Robinson brought up the fact that he feels on-line courses, where the student is not required to attend class is problematic.  There are weaknesses in the system, one of which is proctoring.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

Respectfully,

Adrianne Vidrine

Secretary, CFA

