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Curriculum Vita 

 

Emily M. Elliott, Ph.D. 
 

 

Work: Department of Psychology     Email: eelliott@lsu.edu 

 236 Audubon Hall      

 Louisiana State University     Phone: 225-578-7460  

 Baton Rouge, LA  70803 

 

Areas of Interest 
  

Short-term or working memory, the interaction of memory and attention, selective attention, the 

development of memory in children 

  

Education 
 

1998- 2001  Ph.D., Psychology, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 

  Major area: Cognition and Neuroscience 

  Minor area: Psychological Statistics and Research Methodology 

  Dissertation:  Developmental Differences in the Effects of Distracting Sounds on  

   Performance 

  Thesis Advisor:  Dr. Nelson Cowan 

1996-1998 M.A., Psychology, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 

  Major area: Experimental 

  Thesis Title:  The Effects of Pre-exposure to Auditory Stimuli in a Cross-Modal 

   Stroop Task. 

  Thesis Advisor:  Dr. Nelson Cowan 

1992-1996 B.S., Psychology, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA   

  Undergraduate Honors Thesis Title: The Effects of Habituation to Background  

   Music on Cognitive Performance 

  Thesis Advisor:  Dr. Brian Bornstein 

 

Extramural Funding 
Funded: 

2003 Louisiana Board of Regents Research Competitiveness Grant, 3-year duration, $78,327 

 

Sponsor on funded project: 

2006 NIH F-31 Fellowship for Students with Disabilities, $47,200 direct costs. Fellow: Jill  

Shelton, Sponsor: Emily Elliott 

 

Intramural Funding 
Funded: 

2007 Louisiana State University (LSU) Council on Research, Faculty Research Grant, Co PIs:  



   Elliott Vita 2 

   

Emily Elliott and Sean Lane, $9,910 

2004 LSU Council on Research, Faculty Research Grant, $7,885. PI: Emily Elliott 

2003 LSU Council on Research, Summer Grant, $5,000. PI: Emily Elliott 

 

Honors and Awards  
 

2006 Tiger Athletic Foundation, Undergraduate Teaching Award, Honors College, $1,000 

2005 LSU Office of Research and Graduate Studies Travel Award, $1,000, for Conference  

Presentation at the Psychonomic Society Meeting, Toronto, ON, Canada  

2005 Disability Awareness Week Faculty/Staff Hall of Fame, LSU 

1999 Donald K. Anderson Graduate Student Teaching Award, awarded by the Graduate  

School for Excellence in Teaching, University of Missouri (MU) 

1998 Robert S. Daniel Teaching Fellow, Department of Psychology, MU 

1998 Marshall of the Master of Arts graduates at the May graduation ceremony (awarded 

 based on departmental recommendation and time to degree), MU 

1996 Phi Beta Kappa, LSU 

1996 Graduated Cum Laude, Honors College, LSU 

 

Research Experience and Employment 

 
2002-present Assistant Professor 

  Louisiana State University 

  Department of Psychology 

 

2001-2002 Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

  Department of Psychological Sciences, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 

  Competing continuation, "The Development of Short-term Memory for Speech  

  Attributes." Dr. Nelson Cowan, principle investigator, University of Missouri. 

  NIH R01 Award, NICHD, 2 R01 HD21338-15A1. 

 

1996- 2001 Graduate Research Assistant, NIH R01 Award, NICHD, R01 HD21338.  

  Competing continuation, "The Development of Short-term Memory for Speech  

  Attributes." Dr. Nelson Cowan, principle investigator, University of Missouri. 

   

 

Publications (in reverse chronological order) 
 

Elliott, E. M., Bhagat, S. P., & Lynn, S. D. (in press). Can children with (central) auditory  

processing disorders ignore irrelevant sounds? Research in Developmental Disabilities.  

 

Shelton, J. A., Metzger, R. L., & Elliott, E. M. (in press). A group-administered lag task as a 

measure of working memory. Behavior Research Methods.  

Cherry, K. E., Elliott, E. M., & Reese, C. M. (2007). Age and individual differences in working  

memory: The size judgment span task. Journal of General Psychology, 134, 43-65. 
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Cowan, N., Fristoe, N. M., Elliott, E. M., Brunner, R. P., & Saults, J. S. (2006).  Scope  

of attention, control of attention, and intelligence in children and adults. Memory  

& Cognition, 34, 1754-1768. 
 

Elliott, E. M., Barrilleaux, K. M., & Cowan, N. (2006). Individual differences in the ability to  

avoid distracting sounds. European Journal of Cognitive Psychology, 18, 90-108. 

 

Cowan, N., Elliott, E. M., Saults, J. S., Nugent, L., Bomb, P., & Hismjatullina, A.  (2006).  

Rethinking speed theories of cognitive development: A response speed that correlates  

with short-term memory but does not affect it. Psychological Science, 17, 67-73. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N. (2005). Coherence of the irrelevant-sound effect: Individual profiles  

of short-term memory and susceptibility to task-irrelevant materials. Memory & 

Cognition, 33, 664-675. 

 

Cowan, N., Elliott, E. M., Saults, J. S., Morey, C. C., Mattox, S., & Hismjatullina, A.  

(2005). On the capacity of attention:  Its estimation and its role in working memory and 

cognitive aptitudes. Cognitive Psychology, 51, 42-100.  

 

Cowan, N., Towse, J., Hamilton, Z.,  Saults, S., Elliott, E., Lacey, J.,  Moreno, M., & Hitch, G.  

(2003). Children's working-memory processes change with practice: Evidence from a  

response-timing analysis. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 132, 113-132. 

 

Cowan, N., Baddeley, A. D., Elliott, E. M., & Norris, J. (2003).  List composition and the word  

length effect in immediate recall: A comparison of localist and globalist assumptions. 

Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 10, 74-79. 

 

Elliott, E. M. (2002). The irrelevant-speech effect and children: Theoretical implications of  

 developmental change. Memory & Cognition, 30, 478-487.  

  

Cowan, N., Saults, J.S., & Elliott, E.M. (2002). The search for what is fundamental in the the  

development of working memory. In R. Kail & H. Reese (Eds.), Advances in Child 

Development and Behavior (Vol. 29, pp.1- 49). San Diego: Academic Press. 

 

 Cowan, N., Saults, J. S., Elliott, E. M.,  & Moreno, M. (2002).  Deconfounding serial recall.   

Journal of Memory and Language, 46, 153-177. 

 

 Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N.  (2001).  Habituation to auditory distractors in a cross-modal, color- 

word interference task. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and  

Cognition, 27, 654-667. 

 

 

Cowan, N., Nugent, L. D., Elliott, E. M., & Saults, J. S.  (2000).  Persistence of memory for  

 ignored lists of digits:  Areas of developmental constancy and change. Journal of  

 Experimental Child Psychology, 76, 151-172. 
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Cowan, N., Nugent, L. D., Elliott, E. M., & Geer, T. G.  (2000).  Is there a temporal basis of the  

word length effect?  A response to Service (1998).  Quarterly Journal of Experimental 

Psychology, 53, 647-660. 

 

Cowan, N., Nugent, L. D., Elliott, E. M.  (2000).  Memory-search and rehearsal processes and  

the word length effect in immediate recall: A synthesis in reply to Service (2000).   

Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 53, 666-670. 

 

Cowan, N., Nugent, L. D., Elliott, E. M., Ponomarev, I., & Saults, J. S. (1999).  The role of  

attention in the development of short-term memory:  Age differences in the verbal span 

of apprehension. Child Development, 70, 1082-1097. 

 

Cowan, N., Saults, J. S., Nugent, L. D., & Elliott, E. M.  (1999). The microanalysis of memory  

span and its development in childhood.  International Journal of Psychology, 34, 353-

358. (Special Quebec Memory Conference issue) 

 

Elliott, E. M., Cowan, N., & Valle-Inclan, F.  (1998). The nature of cross-modal color-word  

interference effects.  Perception & Psychophysics, 60, 761-767. 

 

 Manuscripts under review 

 
Shelton, J. A., Elliott, E. M., Lynn, S. D., & Exner, A. (under review). The cognitive  

response to a cell phone ring. Applied Cognitive Psychology. 

 

Olinde, E. A., Cherry, K. E., Hicks, J. L., & Elliott, E. M. (under review). Spaced retrieval  

effects on memory for countries in older adults with probably Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Aging, Neuropsychology, and Cognition.  

 

Conference Presentations 

 
Elliott, E. M., Shelton, J. A., Lynn, S. D., & Morey, C. C. (2007, November). Individual  

differences in interference from auditory distracters: The role of working memory 

capacity. Poster to be presented at the 48
th

 Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, 

Long Beach. 

 

Shelton, J. A., Elliott, E. M., Hill, B. D., & Gouvier, W. D. (2006, November). Laboratory  

Versus Psychometric Assessment of Working Memory: Are We Measuring the Same 

Thing? Poster presented at the 47
th

 Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, 

Houston. 

 

Hill, B. D., Shelton, J., Elliott, E., Calamia, M., & Gouvier, W. (2006, October). The relationship  

between fluid intelligence and clinical vs. experimental measures of working memory.  

Poster presented at the 26
th

 Annual Meeting of the National Academy of  

Neuropsychology, San Antonio.  

 

Cowan, N., Fristoe, N.M., Elliott, E.M., Brunner, R.P., & Saults, J.S. (2006, July).   
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Distinguishing between the scope and control of attention in children and adults. Paper 

presented within a symposium entitled “Working memory” (S. Gathercole, moderator) at 

the Fourth International Conference on Memory (ICOM-4), Sydney, Australia. 

 

Cowan, N., Fristoe, N.M., Elliott, E.M., Brunner, R.P., & Saults, J.S. (2006, July).   

Distinguishing between the scope and control of attention in children and adults.  Invited 

talk presented at the University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia.  

 

Shelton, J. A., Elliott, E. M., Lynn, S. D., & Domangue, T. D. (2005, November). The  

relationships of auditory distraction and measures of working memory. Poster presented 

at the 46
th

 Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Toronto. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Bhagat, S. P. (2005, November). Irrelevant sounds and memory in children with  

auditory processing disorders. Poster presented at the Annual American Speech 

Language Hearing Association Meeting, San Diego. 

 

Cowan, N., Elliott, E.M., Saults, J.S., & Morey, C.C. (2005, August).  Working-memory capacity  

limits and adjusting attention.  Invited talk presented at the Eleventh Cognitive Science 

Association for Interdisciplinary Learning (CSAIL), Hood River, Oregon. 

 

Elliott, E. M., McDonald, J. L., Alonzo, J. D., Lynn, S. D, & Roussel, H. M. (2005, April). A  

developmental investigation of the timing of interference in the cross-modal Stroop  

effect. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child  

Development, Atlanta. 

 

Cowan, N., Elliott, E. M., Saults, J. S., & Hismjatullina, A. (2005, April). Does the speed of  

recall influence the quality of immediate recall? Paper presented at the Biennial  

Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta. 

 

Domangue, T. J., & Elliott, E. M. (2004, November). The timecourse of the irrelevant-sound  

effect: When is a little enough? Poster presented at the 45
th

 Annual Meeting of the  

Psychonomic Society, Minneapolis. 

 

Shelton, J. A., Elliott, E. M., & Metzger, R. L. (2004, November). The effects of cell phone  

distraction on working memory. Poster presented at the 45
th

 Annual Meeting of the  

Psychonomic Society, Minneapolis. 

 

Cowan, N., Elliott, E.M., & Saults, J.S. (2003, April).  Development of working memory depends  

on the measure:  Attentional and strategic aspects of working memory.  Paper presented  

at the biennial convention of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N. (2002, November). Attentional processes in the disruption of serial  

recall by irrelevant sounds. Poster presented at the 43
rd

 Annual Meeting of the  

Psychonomic Society, Kansas City. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N. (2002, May). Don't talk or play music: Multiple mechanisms of  
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short-term memory interference from speech and tones. Paper presented at the Annual  

Meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago. 

 

Elliott, E.M. (2001, November). Automatic entry of irrelevant speech cannot explain age effects.  

Poster presented at the 42
nd

 Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Orlando. 

 

Cowan, N., Towse, J.N., Hamilton, Z., Saults, J.S., & Elliott, E.M. (2001, September). Timing of  

processing and recall of a sentence-span task in children. Poster presented at the 12
th

  

Conference of the European Society for Cognitive Psychology and the 18
th

 Annual  

Conference of the British Psychological Society, Cognitive Psychology Section (joint  

meeting), Edinburgh, Scotland, UK. 

 

Elliott, E. M. (2001, May). Developmental differences in the irrelevant-speech effect. Paper  

presented at the ShowMe Mental State Conference, Columbia. 

 

Elliott, E. M. (2001, April). The development of the ability to ignore distracting sounds.  Poster  

presented at the 2001 Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, 

Minneapolis. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N.  (1999, November).  Adaptation to auditory distractors in a cross- 

modal, color-word interference task. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the  

Psychonomic Society, Los Angeles. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N.  (1999, May).  Don’t listen: Can you?  (Adaptation to auditory  

distractors in a cross-modal, color-word interference task). Paper presented at the  

ShowMe Mental State Conference, Columbia. 

 

Cowan, N., Nugent, L. D., Elliott, E. M., Ponomarev, I., & Saults, J. S.  (1998, June).  Working  

memory span for ignored digits.  Paper presented at the International Conference on  

Short-term Memory, Quebec, Canada. 
 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N.  (1998, May).  The robust qualities of the cross-modal Stroop effect.   

Poster presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Meeting, Chicago. 

 

Elliott, E. M., & Cowan, N.  (1997, May).   Don’t listen:  Cross-modal, color-word interference.   

Paper presented at the Show-Me Mental State Conference, Columbia. 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

Undergraduate:     Graduate: 

Introductory Psychology, Honors   Teaching of Psychology 

Memory and Forgetting    Teaching of Psychology Practicum 

Introduction to Statistics    Seminar on Development of Memory 

Introductory Psychology 

Cognitive Psychology 
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Service to the Discipline and Department 
  

¶ Membership Selection Committee, Phi Beta Kappa, Spring, 2004-2007 

¶ President, Phi Beta Kappa, Beta Chapter, LSU, 2006-2007  

¶ Vice-President, Phi Beta Kappa, Beta Chapter, LSU, 2005-2006 

¶ Member, WGS/Psychology and I/O Psychology Search Committees, 2006-2007 

¶ Faculty Facilitator for the Fast Food Nation Summer Reading Program, Summer, 2004 

¶ Faculty Facilitator for the Life on the Color Line Summer Reading Program, Summer, 2006 

¶ Faculty Mentor for STRIPES, Summer, 2006 

¶ Faculty Co-Advisor, Psi Chi and Psychology Club, 2005-present 

¶ Faculty Senate, Psychology Senator, 2005-2008 

¶ Submission Reviewer for the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Panel 12 (Attention, Learning, and Memory), April, 2005 

¶ Faculty Facilitator of the “This is LSU” program during Spring Testing, Spring, 2003 and 

2004 

¶ Chair of the Newsletter Committee for LSU’s Life Course and Aging Center, Fall 2003 and 

2004 

¶ Session chair, Midwestern Psychological Association Meeting, Chicago, May, 2002 

¶ Poster Submission Reviewer for the American Psychological Society, Spring, 2001  

 

 

 

 

Ad Hoc Reviews 

 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: General 

Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, & Cognition 

Memory & Cognition 

Perception & Psychophysics 

Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology  

Psychonomic Bulletin & Review 

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology 

Consciousness & Cognition  

Research in Developmental Disabilities, Guest Editor 

 

Professional Affiliations 
 

American Psychological Association  

American Psychological Society  

Psychonomic Society 

Society for Research in Child Development  

 


