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LSU first to pilot the program in Louisiana
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 30, 2011


BATON ROUGE – The LSU Emergency Operations Center, the LSU Police Department and several campus entities have launched the nationally recognized “If You See Something, Say Something” campaign at the university to raise campus awareness of indicators of terrorism, crime and other threats and to emphasize the importance of reporting suspicious activity to law enforcement.


The campaign message is simple: “Did you SEE something wrong on campus or at a school event? Then SAY something to local authorities to make it right. Report any suspicious activity.”


The campaign asks faculty, staff, students and campus visitors to report all suspicious activity to LSU Police at 225-578-3231. These groups are also asked to program this number into their mobile phones.

Some examples of suspicious behavior can include, but are not limited to, anyone forcibly entering a car or home, someone running from a home or business under unusual circumstances, someone carrying a weapon, strange vehicles parked in the area, or any activity or event you observe that makes you feel uncomfortable. Even if it isn’t clear or you are unsure if the activity is suspicious, contact LSU Police. See http://www.nationalterroralert.com/suspicious-activity/ for more information on suspicious activity.

Other examples of activities that LSU Police is asking the community to be aware of and to report includes:
· Behavior that is out of character with the college community;
· Unattended packages;
· Anyone tampering with surveillance cameras or entering unauthorized areas;
· Anyone you don’t know or recognize enter your neighbor’s room, office or lab with no apparent business or transaction;
· Vagrants in buildings, parking areas or bike racks;
· Persons who appear to be out-of-place;
· Persons who are damaging or tampering with property;
· Suspicious or noxious odors.


The campus community will start to see “If You See Something, Say Something” messages on posters, buses, computer terminals, digital monitors in buildings, digital boards at sporting events, key fobs, magnets and advertisements in The Daily Reveille. Communication materials are made available for the campus to utilize via an online toolkit at www.lsu.edu/seeitsayit. 

In conjunction with the new safety and awareness campaign, LSU PD is hosting a series of videos on their website. The videos, available at https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/lsupd/safety-videos/, include Active Shooter Response Training with “Shots Fired on Campus” (student edition) and “Shots Fired in the Workplace,” Recognizing and Preventing Violence on Campus with “Flash Point on Campus” (student edition) and “Flash Point in the Workplace,” and Travel Safety with “Safe Passage Travel Companion.” Students, faculty and staff with an active PAWS ID may access the videos. 


Students, faculty and staff also should update their Emergency Contact information online through the PAWS/MyLSU portal. This can be accessed under “Personal Preferences” and “Emergency Contacts.” They can also sign up to receive LSU’s Emergency Text Messaging in this same area.

For more information on LSU’s “If You See Something, Say Something” campaign, visit www.lsu.edu/seeitsayit. 
About “If You See Something, Say Something” 


In July 2010, the Department of Homeland Security, or DHS, at Secretary Janet Napolitano’s direction, launched a national “If You See Something, Say Something” public awareness campaign. The campaign was originally used by New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which has licensed the use of the slogan to DHS to help with anti-terrorism and anti-crime efforts.  


The “If You See Something, Say Something” campaign was launched in conjunction with the rollout of the Nationwide Suspicious Activity Reporting, or SAR, Initiative. The SAR initiative is an administration effort to train state and local law enforcement to recognize behaviors and indicators related to specific threats and terrorism-related crime; standardize how those observations are documented, vetted and analyzed; and expand and enhance the sharing of those reports with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and DHS. 

This initiative is being implemented in partnership with state and local officials across the nation. LSU is the first to pilot the program in the state of Louisiana.

“If You See Something, Say Something” campaign is intended to make surveillance, security probes, and dry runs, whether related to terrorism or thefts, more difficult by enlisting students, staff, faculty and the public to report suspicious activity.


To date, DHS has launched the campaign with Amtrak; the general aviation community; the Washington, D.C., Metropolitan Police Department; the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority; the U.S. Tennis Association; a variety of states including six participating in the Southern Shield that joined the Nationwide Suspicious Activity Reporting Initiative – Tennessee, Virginia, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and Florida; the New York Mets; Meadowlands Stadium; the American Hotel and Lodging Association; New Jersey Transit; the Mall of America; Walmart; the National Football League; the National Basketball Association; and all federal buildings across the country protected by the Federal Protective Service.


As the campaign moves forward in the coming months, DHS will continue to roll out the campaign to numerous additional states and partners in the private sector. 
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