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March 22, 2011

Sponsored Programs New 
Developments and Important Reminders

Training Session Overview

• NSF Updates

• NIH Updates

• Senior Personnel Effort

• Subawards

• SPS Security Authorization

• Handbook for the Conduct of Research and Sponsored 
Program Activity

• Q & A
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NSF Updates

• New Grant Proposal Guide

• Cost sharing policy

• Data Management Plan

• FastLane Cover sheet

• Proposal File Updates
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NSF Grant Proposal Guide

• NSF 11-001 effective 1/18/2011

• Changes and Clarifications:
– Revisions to FastLane Cover Sheet

– Requirement for Data Management Plan 

– Cost sharing revised

– Project Summary has been updated to encourage use of 
separate headings for the merit review criteria.

– A postdoc mentoring plan is not required for postdoctoral 
researchers who are listed as Senior Personnel on the NSF 
Budget.

4



3

5

NSF – Cover sheet

• The  FastLane Cover Sheet has been revised to replace the 
Performing/Research Organization information with 
Project/Performance Site Primary Location information. 

• If the project will be performed at a location other than the 
awardee’s location, additional geographic information must be 
provided.

NSF – Data Management Plan

• Proposals must include a supplementary document of no more than 
two pages labeled “Data Management Plan.” All proposals must 
describe plans for data management and sharing of the products of 
research, or assert the absence of the need for such plans. 

• FastLane will not permit submission of a proposal that is missing a 
Data Management Plan. The Data Management Plan will be reviewed 
as part of the intellectual merit or broader impacts of the proposal, or 
both, as appropriate.

• More information can be found in the Grant Proposal Guide Chapter 
II.C.2j and at http://www.nsf.gov/eng/general/dmp.jsp and  
http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmpfaqs.jsp.
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NSF – Cost Sharing Policy

• NSF has revised its cost sharing policy for all proposals submitted or 
due on or after January 18, 2011.  

• Except when required in an NSF solicitation, inclusion of voluntary 
committed cost sharing is prohibited.  In the FAQ regarding their 
revised cost sharing policy, NSF states "...should violations of the policy 
be found during merit review or budget negation, the proposer does run 
the risk of the proposal being returned without review or declined.“

• The FAQ can be found at 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/csfaqs_jan11.pdf
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NSF – Proposal File Updates

• Increase in non-compliant NSF proposals that require a Proposal File 
Update.

• Examples of non-compliance:
– Biographical Sketches that are longer then two pages, do not include a list of 

collaborators, or have too many publications or synergistic activities.

– Collaboration letters in Supplementary Documents that need to be removed since they 
do not explicitly state the collaborative activity or they need to be shortened to a basic 
letter of collaboration stating that person X has read the proposal and is willing to 
collaborate as described in the project description.

– The proposal is missing required Supplementary Documents listed in the solicitation.

• Proposals should conform to the NSF Grant Proposal Guide and 
specific program solicitation requirements.

• Refer to the NSF Proposal Preparation Checklist found in Exhibit II-1 of 
the NSF Grant Proposal Guide.

8



5

NIH Update

• New Grants Policy Statement (10/1/2010)

• Elimination of Error Correction Window

• New Adobe B-1 forms

• Revised late policy
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NIH – Error Correction Window
• The 2-day error correction window has been eliminated.

• For applications to be considered on time, they must be submitted via 
Grants.gov error-free prior to 5pm on the deadline date. New and 
Changed/Corrected applications that are submitted after 5pm on the 
deadline date will be subject to the NIH late policy and may not be 
accepted for review.

• OSP recommends that proposals be submitted via Grants.gov two (2) 
business days before the deadline date to allow sufficient time to correct 
Grants.gov and eRA Commons errors/warnings prior to the 
deadline. OSP strongly urges that NIH Grants.gov proposals be routed 
in SPS 5 business days prior to the deadline date to allow sufficient time 
for OSP review and submission to NIH to meet the new deadline.

10



6

NIH – Adobe B1 forms
• NIH is transitioning to a new Grants.gov Adobe application package 

(ADOBE-FORMS-B1)

• The following NIH programs must use ADOBE-FORMS-B1 packages: 
Individual Research Career Development Award Programs (Ks), 
Institutional Training and Career Development Programs (Ts and Ds), 
or Individual National Research Service Awards (Fs).

• Other programs can use either the ADOBE-FORMS-B or ADOBE-
FORMS-B1 package for deadlines on or before May 7, 2011. NIH 
advises applicants to use the newer forms when both sets are available 
for download.

• The ADOBE-FORMS-B1 will be required for all deadlines after May 7, 
2011.
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NIH – Adobe B1 forms (cont.)

• OSP’s Sample NIH Grants.gov Adobe packages can be found at 
http://appl003.lsu.edu/osp/osp.nsf/$Content/Steps+to+Submitting+Grants.
gov+Proposals?OpenDocument

– Includes common Grants.gov and eRA Commons errors and warnings

• NIH’s Annotated SF424 Application Forms can be found at 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/ElectronicReceipt/communication.htm#forms
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NIH – Late Policy
• Permission for a late submission is not granted in advance. 

• In rare cases, late applications will be accepted only when accompanied by a cover 
letter that details compelling reasons for the delay. 

Window of Consideration for Late Applications

• NIH will consider accepting late applications on a case-by-case basis per the 
following:

– Regular Standard Submission/Receipt Dates must be received at NIH within 2 weeks 
of deadline to be considered.

– Expedited Standard Submission/Receipt Dates for the following submission/receipt 
dates must be received at the NIH within 1 week of the deadline to be considered: April 5, 
April 8, April 12, April 13, May 7, August 5, August 8, August 12, August 13, September 7, 
December 5, December 8, December 12, December 13, and January 7. 

– NIH will not consider accepting late applications for RFAs and PARs that have special 
receipt dates.

• NIH does not expect to accept any applications received beyond the window of 
consideration. 
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NIH – Late Policy (cont.)
Reasons for a Late Submission

• NIH’s Division of Receipt and Referral will consider all late applications received 
within the late window but will not automatically accept all of them.

• Reasons for late submission must be in relation to the individual(s) with the 
PD/PI role on the application. 

Problems with Grants.gov or eRA Commons

• OSP will follow NIH’s guidelines for reporting Grants.gov and eRA Commons 
system issues that threaten the timely submission of a grant application. If the 
eRA Commons Help Desk confirms a system issue, the application will not be 
considered late as long as the submission process is completed in a timely 
manner. 

See NOT-OD-11-035 for more information on the NIH late policy including examples 
of reasons that might be acceptable and reasons that are not acceptable for late 
submission. http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-11-035.html
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Senior Personnel Effort
• OMB M-01-06 requires some level of committed faculty or senior 

personnel effort each year on research projects.

• LSU’s cost sharing policy does not allow the inclusion of voluntary 
committed cost sharing.  If cost sharing is not required, then 
appropriate funds must be requested from the Sponsor for faculty or 
senior personnel effort.

• This does not apply to equipment, instrumentation, doctoral dissertation 
or student augmentation grants which do not require committed faculty 
effort. 

• See sponsor guidelines for additional restrictions on senior personnel 
effort.

– NIH requires all senior personnel to devote measurable effort to the project. 

– As a general policy, NSF limits salary compensation for senior personnel to no more 
than two months of their regular salary in any one year for all NSF-funded grants.
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Subawards/Subcontracts

• LSU has received delegated authority from the Office of 
Contractual Review (OCR) for subawards/subcontracts under 
federal and private funding (NEW).  
– OCR approval is not required.

• OCR approval is required for subawards under state funding 

unless:

– Subaward is to a University in the LSU system

– Subaward is to another governmental entity*

* Governmental Entity means any governmental unit not included in the definition of Louisiana governmental 

body. See RS39:1482 A.2.  Examples of Governmental Entities are Iberville Parish School Board, New 
Orleans Police Department; South Florida Water Management; Mississippi State University.
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SPS Authorization Request

• Beginning January 19, 2011, security access for SPS, should be 
requested via the new electronic Security Access Request 
Procedure. SPS authorization requests can be initiated by selecting 
the Security Access Request link that is located under the Financial 
Services section on your PAWS desktop. 

• An overview of this procedure and several other Security Access 
Procedure user guides and tutorials can be found by accessing the 
User Guides or Tutorials links on the Financial Systems Services home 
page. 
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Handbook for the Conduct of Research 
and Sponsored Program Activity at LSU

• Published by the Office of Research & Economic 
Development

• Provides practical insights and explanations for the 
variety of issues that arise in conducting research.

• Geared towards new faculty, but a resource for 
experienced faculty.
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Other Training Opportunities

• Introduction to Sponsored Programs

• Sponsored Programs System (SPS) Training

• Grants.gov Training
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Questions
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OSP Contact Information

Location: 202 Himes Hall
Website:  www.lsu.edu/osp

Phone: 578-2760
Fax: 578-2751

Email: osp@lsu.edu

Bonnie Pendergraft: bpender@lsu.edu
Rebecca Trahan: rtrahan@lsu.edu
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