
Endangered! Smalltooth sawfish
September 16, 2017
Special Guest: Kelcee Smith2, Conservation Biologist
Have you ever heard of a smalltooth sawfish? It is an endan-
gered shark-like ray with a tooth-lined snout that only oc-
curs in south Florida. Come learn all about this endangered 
fish with conservation biologist Kelcee Smith.

Into the Dark
October 7, 2017
Special Guest: Pamela Hart1, Ichthyologist
To most people, caves are creepy and mysterious, but many 
animals call this habitat home. How are caves formed and  
how do animals survive in this environment? Learn the an-
swers to these questions and more with ichthyologist Pam 
Hart.

Is It Venomous ?
November 4, 2017
Special Guest: Zach Rodriguez1, Herpetologist
Do you know the difference between venomous and 
non-venomous snakes in Louisiana? Herpetologist Zach 
Rodriguez will teach you how to identify them and show 
you other cool amphibians and reptiles you can find in your 
backyard. 

Traveling Near & Far
December 9, 2017
Special Guest: Clare Brown1, Ornithologist
Ever wonder why animals migrate or how they know when 
to leave and where to go? Many animals use this risky 
lifestyle strategy from tiny insects to fish to birds to giant 
whales. Join us in learning all about migration with orni-
thologist Clare Brown.

Insect Adaptations
January 20, 2018
Special Guest: Madeleine Chura4, Entomologist
Insects can live in almost any habitat around the world. En-

tomologist Madeleine Chura will speak about how insects 
have amazing adaptations to live in extreme environments 
from deserts to Antarctica.

The Asian Monsoon
February 3, 2018
Special Guest: Dr. Peter Clift3, Geologist
The Asian Monsoon is a seasonal weather pattern that af-
fects approximately 1/3 of the global population. Its predict-
able rains have played an important role throughout history, 
but when that pattern is altered, it leads to drought and crop 
failure. Come learn about the monsoon and how it is influ-
enced by changes in climate with geologist Dr. Peter Clift.

Amazing Reptiles
March 3, 2018
Special Guest: Dr. Christopher Austin1, Herpetologist
Reptiles are amazingly diverse animals that include tur-
tles, snakes, lizards, crocodilians, and tuataras. Some glide, 
some burrow. Some live in the ocean, some live in deserts. 
Join herpetologist Dr. Christopher Austin, as he explores im-
pressive adaptations in reptiles.

Nemos & Dorys
April 14, 2018
Special Guest: Bill Ludt1, Ichthyologist
Coral reefs are home to about 1/3 of overall fish diversity, 
but this habitat is declining leaving the fish and other organ-
isms vulnerable.  Come learn all about the lives of coral reef 
fish with ichthyologist Bill Ludt.

Dynamic DNA
May 12, 2018
Special Guest: Rafael Marcondes1, Ornithologist
What is DNA? What does it look like? How big is DNA? 
What kinds of animals have DNA? What parts of our body 
have DNA? Scientist Rafael Marcondes will answer these 
and other questions and demonstrate a real lab experiment 
that will allow us to actually see DNA!
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Special Saturdays are FREE science programs especially appropriate for children ages 5-12. Sessions are held in the exhibit area of 
the LSU Museum of Natural Science (Foster Hall) one Saturday per month. All programs begin at 10:00 am and last ~1.5 hours, but 
our exhibit area will be open from 10:00 am-12:00 pm. Please pre-register on our website (lsu.edu/mns) at least one week prior to 
each session (under “Education & Programs” --> “Special Saturdays”).
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