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Pre-writing Assignment

Watch the Cornell University Life Raft Debate video*. This debate centers around the hypothetical situation that the world has ended, and that there is one spot left on a life raft of survivors. Professors from different areas of research (mainly, the humanities) each deliver an argument as to why they deserve that last spot. Watch the video and take careful notes about the way each professor delivers his/her argument, and later, his/her rebuttal. What strategies does each professor employ (humor, facts, rationale)? Then craft your own ideas about what would you say about your own major, about one to 1.5 double spaced pages. The objective of this assignment is to help you formulate an argument and defend its importance in reference to a particular situation (as in this instance, the end of the world and the start of a new one). How would someone from your field of study be beneficial to starting a new society? Research is not needed for this assignment, since this is a casual response designed to acclimate the student to formulating arguments. 



DUE: Thursday, 23 Feb 2012 by 5PM on Moodle
Project Task

For your second paper, let’s say that the university, like so many others, is planning to cut majors as a part of budget cuts. Given this situation, what would you say in defense of your major? What would opponents to your major say to criticize it? What benefits (current and future) are brought to the table by your area of study? What might your opponents say in response to those benefits? What do you say to their oppositions? These are all questions you need to consider in defending your major. Therefore, you will compose an essay (no more than 1500 words) that clarifies and explains criticisms about your major, discusses your study’s benefits, and responds to the criticisms your field faces, using evidence (research) to support your answer. The key difference between these two assignments is that this one is a formal assignment in which your claims and responses to criticisms are to be formally supported by examples of cited research (quotes, paraphrasing, etc.). Use pages 1-50 of They Say, I Say and pages 1-18 of A Pocket Style Manual to guide your writing. 
*Cornell Life Raft Debate: http://www.cornell.edu/video/?videoID=1128

