English 2000, Section 38
Collaborative Assignment

Contextualized Annotated Bibliography Assignment
Due 3/29 or 3/31 (at the time of your group presentation) 

Introduction

A bibliography is an alphabetically arranged list of titles, authors’ names, and publication dates for a set of books, articles, and other sources. An annotated bibliography furnishes critical and explanatory notes in addition to the bibliographical listings; in other words, an annotated bibliography is simply a bibliography that contains a commentary and summary of each reference used. You will use this information to help you decide which sources you will use in later essays.

Assignment

As a group, you are to compile an Annotated Bibliography (AB) composed of 4 sources per group member that will help you learn about and then present on your research area, as well as write your Causal and Policy Arguments. (If you have 3 group members, your AB should include at least 12 sources; if you have 4 members, you should have at least 16 sources.) You will contextualize your AB with a 500-word introduction. Note: You will write one draft of the AB, which I will grade. Each member of the group will receive the same grade. 
Due Date
The Contextualized AB is due at the time of your scheduled group presentation, 3/29 or 3/31.
Useful Sources and Reading

· Chapters 16 & 17 in Writing Arguments
· I’ll post a sample Annotated Bib on Blackboard
· These Links:

· Intro to MLA formatting: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
· Works Cited, basic format: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/
· Works Cited, electronic sources: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/ 
Guidelines and Tips
· Remember that your group is the author of this text. So, the voice of the text should be plural (for example, you should use ‘we’ instead of ‘I’ if you plan to write in the first person).

· Make sure your group edits and proofreads the completed text for consistency and correctness. Formatting errors can add up quickly! 

· Your group must write a 500-word introduction in which you explain your approach to the issue and what you’ve found in your research. 

· Each member of the group must contribute at least four sources.

· Your bibliographic entries must follow MLA formatting guidelines and must be listed alphabetically by author or title.

· Each annotation should be 100- to 150-words long and should do the following (see the explanation below): position the text, summarize the text, and evaluate the text as a source.
· The entire document should be single spaced.

Questions to Consider

As you prepare your annotations, think about the following:

· Positioning the text: Who is the author and/or publisher (or the producer of the website)? What do you know about this person or organization? What are the author’s biases? Whose interests does the article or website represent? To what audience is it directed? Is the information current or too old to be useful?

· Summarizing the text: What are the main ideas? What is the author’s point? What conclusions does the author come to?

· Evaluating the text as a source: What did you learn from the article? Did the article alter your viewpoint? Do you agree or disagree with the author’s claims? How will it be useful in your project?

Sample Annotation in MLA Format for a Magazine Article Found in a Database

Elliott, Dorrinda. “The Legacy of the Last Czar.” Newsweek 21 Sept. 2007: 60-61. LexisNexis Academic. Web. 10 March 2010. 
Elliott, writing in this general purpose news magazine, offers an overview of recent forensic analysis of the Romanov grave site, as well as a brief description of the events surrounding the executions of the Russian royal family. The article quotes forensic experts and historians and includes the views of Russian citizens on the significance of finding and identifying the remains of the Romanov family. This article is important to my project because the quotes from Russian citizens do not appear in any other text I’ve read and, for this reason, have helped me to better understand the stakes of this issue for the Russian people.

A Few Things to Note about This Sample Annotation

Elliott, Dorrinda.1 “The Legacy of the Last Czar.”2 Newsweek3 21 Sept. 2007: 60-61.4 LexisNexis Academic.5 Web. 6 10 Oct. 2007.7 
1. If you know the author’s name, always start with it (last name first).

2. Use quotation marks around titles of article, videos, and images.
3. Underline or italicize the name of the publication where the text appeared.

4. Only include page numbers if they are available (many online sources don’t include page numbers).

5. If you retrieve a source from a database (such as LexisNexis or Academic Search Complete), you must include the name of the database in your bibliographic entry (notice the LexisNexis Academic in the sample). These should be underlined or italicized.
6. MLA requires that you also list the medium of publication (print or web).

7. Don’t forget to list the date you accessed the database.

