Project 2 & 3:  Replication

First, replicate the Wenzel article distributed in class. 

Note that you want to replicate the OLS results, which are actually listed on the right hand side of Table 1 (In other words, ignore the text that says "(Ordered Probit")--it should actually be Ordinary Least Squares. 

You should note that you will likely not be able to perfectly replicate the table--this is as much an exercise about the difficult of doing so as an exercise that would require anyone to do it perfectly. In my own efforts, I was able to get the same direction and significance levels on all coefficients, except for the knowledge variable--which my results indicated had a significant effect on "specific support.". 

Also note that the data sets which are linked below include two variables that you will need. The first, "factwenz" is the dependent variable, that measures specific support for the courts. 

The second two variables that I added to the dataset is the variable for "partisan election" and "appointment" (partisan and appoint, respectively). 

The Stata program for the factor analysis that created those three variables can be found here. 

I should note that the degree to which my results differ from their results probably depends on two things. The first is exactly how they coded partisan election, which can be difficult to code at the lower court level, since there are often a variety of ways in which judges on different types of courts within a state are selected. The second is that there may have been a difference in how they conducted their factor analysis for the dependent variable. 

Also, as a side note, notice the index that you need to create for "general trust". How does this address potential problems of collinearity--and why might an index be appropriate in terms of the theoretical perspective? 

Second, sketch out the effects of education on specific support for courts for three different groups: individuals in states with a partisan election system, individuals in states with an appointment system, and individuals in states with a non-partisan election system. Note that the non-significant results will mean that the differences in the effects of education are not that substantial--but what I'll be checking is that you understand that the "partisan" and "appointment" dummy variables are changing the intercept (which represents the non-partisan states), and that the estimate for the interaction effect represents the change in slope for the "partisan" and "appointment" states. The slope for the non-partisan states, of course, is just the slope of x--that is, the effect of education.
